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    U N I T E D   N A T I O N S                            
N A T I O N S   U N I E S

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL

--
Remarks Following Hikobae Performance On One-Year Anniversary Of Great East Japan Earthquake
New York, 12 March 2012
Your Excellency, Ambassador Tsuneo Nishida, Permanent Representative of Japan,

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,


I am honoured to say a few words on this anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake.


I thank all of the actors for a very moving performance. 


I am also grateful to the HIKOBAE Project, the Actors Clinic and the Stella Adler Studio of Acting for making this tour possible.


Tonight reminds us all that we can respond to disasters with aid – and with art.


The play we have just seen conveys important messages about heroism and sacrifice. The actors gave us wonderful portrayals of concern and compassion in the face of colossal catastrophe. They showed that sometimes, the worst tragedy brings out the best in people.

One year ago, when disaster struck Japan, the world remembered how much Japan had helped other countries hit by tragedy.


We stood shoulder-to-shoulder with the Japanese people.


The Secretary-General visited Soma City last August.


He said, “I cannot express how sad I am to have seen the destruction and loss of lives.”


He also said, “At the same time, I am encouraged by what I have seen; such national will, unbreaking spirit, and [the] determination and resilience of the Japanese people and Government.”


In the aftermath of the triple disaster, we would all have understood if Japan had decided to focus on its own situation.


But Japan has remained engaged with the United Nations and the world.


Just this week, Japan contributed more than $20 million to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime for projects in Afghanistan. 


Just this week, Japan donated more than $7 million to the UN Industrial Development Organization for projects across Africa.


And just this week, Japan contributed nearly three quarters of a million dollars to help the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty to better monitor radiation levels in the atmosphere.


All this in the past few days alone.

We should also recognize that Japan has contributed more than financial assistance; it has provided leadership and brainpower.

We benefit from many high-level Japanese experts at the UN, including Mr. Yukiya Amano, head of the International Atomic Energy Agency.


Mr. Amano has developed a Nuclear Safety Action Plan. Member States are now carrying it out to enhance safety at nuclear power plants. 

The Secretary-General has often said we need to balance the benefits of nuclear energy with the need for safety.


Beyond nuclear accidents, we need to be better prepared for all types of disasters.


Here, too, Japan can be a leader.

Disasters are becoming larger, more frequent and more complex.


We need an immediate response – and we need a longer-term approach to caring for our one home, our planet Earth.


This search for a path that is economically, socially and environmentally sound will be the focus of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20, in June.

As tonight’s play showed so clearly, success in protecting our planet and its people lies in the hands of individuals -- individuals who are willing to work hard, make sacrifices and serve the greater good.


Hikobae is based on true stories about the heroes of Soma City. Many did not survive. The best way to honour their memory is to carry on their spirit to help others who are suffering.


Thank you.
�








PAGE  
- 2 -

