onomic and Social Counc E/2014/27-E/CN.6/2014/15
Official Records, 2014
Supplement No. 7

Commission on the Status of Women

Report on the fifty-eighth session
(15 March 2013 and 10-21 March 2014)

)

United Nation® New York, 2014




Note
Symbols of United Nations documents are composekkitérs combined with

figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a refiee to a United Nations
document.

ISSN 0252-0117



E/2014/27
E/CN.6/2014/15

Summary

At its fifty-eighth session, the Commission on tistatus of Women, in
accordance with Economic and Social Council re$ofu2009/15, considered as its
priority theme “Challenges and achievements in timeplementation of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girldt; also considered as its
review theme “Access and participation of women @ids in education, training,
science and technology, including for the promotadnvomen’s equal access to full
employment and decent work”, evaluating progresghie implementation of the
agreed conclusions from its fifty-fifth session. flirther considered an emerging
issue, “Women’s access to productive resources”.

As part of its consideration of these themes, @mmmission held one high-
level round table and five panel discussions.

The Commission adopted agreed conclusions on therity theme. These
include references to existing commitments; assesssnof the situation of women
and girls in regard to each of the Millennium Deyginent Goals; critical issues
related to gender equality and the empowerment @hen that were not adequately
addressed by the Millennium Development Goals; faxtors that have held back
the achievement of the Goals for women and girlee TCommission urges all
stakeholders to take action in the following fiveas:

(a) Realizing women'’s and girls’ full enjoyment aff human rights;

(b) Strengthening the enabling environment for dgmn equality and the
empowerment of women;

(c) Maximizing investments in gender equality atite empowerment of
women;

(d) Strengthening the evidence base for gender aldgu and the
empowerment of women;

(e) Ensuring women’s participation and leadershap all levels and
strengthening accountability.

With respect to the post-2015 development agetita,Commission calls for
gender equality, the empowerment of women and hungiits of women and girls
to be reflected as a stand-alone goal and to begrated through targets and
indicators into all goals of any new developmemnfiework. It also calls for review
and appraisal of the implementation of the BeijiDgclaration and Platform for
Action and for commemorative activities to be undken for the twentieth
anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women

The Commission’s work on the priority theme and #greed conclusions
constitute an input to the 2014 annual ministeréaliew of the Economic and Social
Council.

In addition, the Commission adopted:

(a) By a recorded vote, a resolution entitled t@&@tion of and assistance to
Palestinian women”, for action by the Economic &uatial Council;

(b) A decision for adoption by the Council, erddl “Report of the
Commission on the Status of Women on its fifty-@fgtsession and provisional
agenda and documentation for the fifty-ninth seisgibthe Commission”;
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(c) By a recorded vote, a resolution entitled “Wearm the girl child and HIV
and AIDS”;

(d) A resolution entitled “Release of women andlafen taken hostage,
including those subsequently imprisoned, in armexflicts”;

(e) Avresolution entitled “Gender equality and #grmpowerment of women in
natural disasters”.

The Commission further decided to take note of teport of its Working
Group on Communications and to include it in thegemt report in its entirety.
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Chapter |

Matters calling for action by the Economic and Soial
Council or brought to its attention

Agreed conclusions on the challenges and achewents in the
implementation of the Millennium Development Goaldor women
and girls

The following agreed conclusions adopted by @manmission are transmitted

to the Economic and Social Council, in accordancghwGeneral Assembly
resolution68/1, as an input to the 2014 high-level segment of Bo®nomic and
Social Council.

Challenges and achievements in the implementatiof the Millennium
Development Goals for women and girfs

1. The Commission on the Status of Women reaffirthe Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, the outcomecdments of the twenty-
third special session of the General Assembly, tieddeclarations adopted by
the Commission on the occasion of the tenth aneédiith anniversaries of the
Fourth World Conference on Women.

2.  The Commission reaffirms that the Conventiontloa Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Camion on the Rights of
the Child, and the Optional Protocols thereto, asllwas other relevant
conventions and treaties, provide an internatiolegjal framework and a
comprehensive set of measures for the eliminatimh @revention of all forms
of discrimination and violence against women andsgand the promotion of
gender equality and the empowerment of women.

3. The Commission reaffirms that the full and effee implementation of
the goals and objectives of the Beijing Declaratard Platform for Action is
an essential contribution to achieving the interoadlly agreed development
goals, including those contained in the Millennilaclaration.

4. The Commission also reaffirms the internationammitments made at
relevant United Nations summits and conferencestha area of gender
equality and the empowerment of women, includingtle Programme of
Action at the International Conference on Populatamd Development and its
key actions for its further implementation.

5. The Commission further reaffirms the commitnset gender equality
and the empowerment of women made at the Millenni@ommit of the
United Nations, the 2005 World Summit, the Highééwlenary Meeting of
the General Assembly on the Millennium Developm&uals, held in 2010,
and the special event to follow up efforts made daods achieving the
Millennium Development Goals, held in 2013. It alsmaffirms the outcome
document of the high-level meeting of the Generss@mbly on the realization
of the Millennium Development Goals and other ingionally agreed

* For the discussion, see chap. Il.
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development goals for persons with disabilities thay forward, a disability-
inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyon

6. The Commission acknowledges the important npol@yed by regional
conventions, instruments and initiatives and theifow-up mechanisms, in
their respective regions and countries, in the esdinent of the Millennium
Development Goals for women and girls.

7. The Commission reaffirms the outcome documdrthe United Nations

Conference on Sustainable Development, entitlede*Titture we want”, which

recognized, inter alia, the vital role of women &thieving sustainable
development and resolved to unlock the potentialvomen as drivers, agents
and equal beneficiaries of sustainable development.

8. The Commission also reaffirms the commitmenthe full and effective
implementation of and follow-up to all relevant oéstions of the General
Assembly, in particular the Declaration on the Ehiation of Violence against
Women, as well as relevant resolutions of the Ecoicoand Social Council
and its subsidiary bodies, and recalls relevanbltg®ns of the Human Rights
Council, in the area of gender equality, the empoment of women and
human rights of women and girls. It also reaffirnts previous agreed
conclusions, including, inter alia, on women ance taconomy and on the
elimination and prevention of all forms of violenagainst women and girls.

9. The Commission recalls Security Council resiolus 1325 (2000) 1820

(2008) 1888 (2009) 1889 (2009) 1960 (20102106 (2013)and2122 (2013)
on women, peace and security and all relevant $cGouncil resolutions on
children and armed conflict, including resolutioh882 (2009) 1998 (2011)

2068 (2012)and2143 (2014)

10. The Commission recognizes the important rofeth@ United Nations
system, in particular of the United Nations Entity Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), in promoting gemdguality and the
empowerment of women, which contributes to the ecl@iment of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girlsthe global, regional
and national levels; in tracking progress of thdl&finium Development Goals
to support targeted measures in key areas of wognempowerment; and in
assisting States, upon their request, in theirrédfo

11. The Commission reaffirms that the promotiord grotection of, and
respect for, the human rights and fundamental foeesl of women, including
the right to development, which are universal, insible, interdependent and
interrelated, should be mainstreamed into all pecand programmes aimed
at the eradication of poverty, and also reaffirrhe heed to take measures to
ensure that every person is entitled to participatecontribute to and enjoy
economic, social, cultural and political developmesnd that equal attention
and urgent consideration should be given to themmtdon, protection and full
realization of civil, political, economic, sociahd cultural rights.

12. The Commission reaffirms that gender equalihe empowerment of
women and girls and enjoyment of their human rigatsl the eradication of
poverty are essential to economic and social deuaknt, including the
achievement of all the Millennium Development Godlke Commission notes
the universal context of gender equality and re¢ogs that almost 15 years
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after the Millennium Development Goals were laurttheno country has
achieved equality for women and girls and significdevels of inequality
between women and men persist, although the Goealsngortant in efforts to
eradicate poverty and of key importance to therimiéional community. The
Commission reaffirms the vital role of women as matgeof development and
recognizes that gender equality and the empowernoédnivomen must be
achieved to realize the unfinished business of Geals and accelerate
sustainable development beyond 2015.

13. The Commission recognizes that increasing wudseeconomic

empowerment is central to the achievement of thdedMnium Development
Goals. It stresses that investing in women andsdids a multiplier effect on
productivity, efficiency and sustained economic wtio and that women’s
economic independence is vital to their role ad fud equal partners for
development and essential to the achievement of Gbals, including the

eradication of poverty. The Commission recogniZes the achievement of the
Goals requires the full integration of women intoetformal economy, in
particular into economic decision-making, which meahanging the current
gender-based division of labour so that women aed enjoy equal treatment.

14. The Commission recognizes that care work, hpahld and unpaid, and
care services are of key importance in achievirg Ntillennium Development
Goals for women and girls, and further recognizest ttaregiving is a critical
societal function which involves shared respon#ipil

15. The Commission acknowledges the important riontion of migrant

women in realizing the Millennium Development Gqadénd recognizes that
impediments to accessing employment, vocationalining, housing,

schooling, health services and social servicesy@$as other services that, in
accordance with national legislation, are intendied use by the public,
contribute to the vulnerability of migrants.

16. The Commission welcomes the commitments amteded policy action

at national, regional and global levels to achiglve Millennium Development

Goals for women and girls. The Commission recogsittee innovative efforts

by some countries in the implementation of the Gdar women and girls by

adapting targets to local contexts and reportingaobroader range of issues
related to gender equality and the empowerment ofmen than the Goals
specifically addressed, including on human rightsvomen and girls.

17. The Commission welcomes progress made for woraad girls in
several areas of the Millennium Development Goasd recognizes the
importance of goal 3 in signalling gender equalityd women’s empowerment
as a global priority. It especially welcomes thersficant progress made
towards eliminating gender disparity in primary edtion enrolment and on
increasing the proportion of women in national rients in some regions.

18. The Commission is deeply concerned that oVgradgress for women
and girls across all the Millennium Development Goaemains slow and
uneven, including on goal 3, both within and betwe®untries, and that lack
of progress on gender equality has hindered pregresards all of the Goals.
It is especially concerned about the lack of pregrdor poverty-stricken
regions and areas and for marginalized, vulnerallé disadvantaged women
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and girls and those women and girls who experienodtiple forms of
discrimination and inequalities of any kind.

19. The Commission notes and expresses deep aonwéh regard to
Millennium Development Goal 1 (eradicating extremeverty and hunger),
that poverty impedes women’s empowerment and psgrmewards gender
equality, and that the feminization of poverty psts, and recognizes that
significant gender gaps in employment rates and esagersist. The
Commission is concerned that owing to, inter ai@acioeconomic inequalities
and persistent discrimination in labour markets,vem are more likely than
men to be in precarious, vulnerable, gender-stgpeat and low paying forms
of employment; bear a disproportionate share ofaichgare work; be engaged
in the informal economy; and have less access tib &md productive
employment and decent work, social protection aadspons, which increases
their risk of poverty, relative to men, particuharif they are living in
households without other adult earners. It furtmetes that discriminatory
norms contribute to women’s and girls’ greater \arbbility to extreme
poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition and tlyatls and older women each
face different and particular challenges. The Coswitin notes that current
poverty measures do not adequately reflect womenlgerability to poverty,
owing to inadequate data, inter alia, on incomeriigtion within households.
The Commission is further concerned that the target hunger also remain
unmet, with adverse consequences for the healtblitioods and well-being of
women and girls. It notes the importance of foodusdgy and nutrition for
achieving goal 1 and the need to address gendes gaphe fight against
hunger, and recognizes that insufficient priority given to addressing
malnutrition in women and girls.

20. The Commission notes that with regard to Milleim Development
Goal 2 (achieving universal primary education),nsfigant progress has been
made in net primary school enrolments and towartmieating gender
disparity in primary education enrolment, but exgges concern that the heavy
focus on numbers has resulted in less focus on éstiop, educational quality
and learning outcomes. The Commission further nofteslack of progress in
closing gender gaps in access to, retention in emthpletion of secondary
education, which has been shown to contribute nsirengly than primary
school attendance to the achievement of genderligguidne empowerment of
women, and the human rights of women and girls seweral positive social
and economic outcomes. The majority of youth lagkbmasic education are
young women. Notwithstanding the progress made muweds to be done
where progress remains uneven within groups andvdsxt countries to
achieve the targets by 2015.

21. The Commission notes that with regard to Milleim Development
Goal 3 (promoting gender equality and empoweringm&a), progress has
been slow, with persistent gender disparities imsaegions in secondary and
tertiary education enrolment; the lack of econommimpowerment, autonomy
and independence for women, including a lack oégnmation into the formal
economy, unequal access to full and productive esnpent and decent work,
underrepresentation in non-agricultural wage emplegt, overrepresentation
in low paid jobs and gender-stereotyped jobs likendstic and care work, and
the lack of equal pay for equal work or work of afiwalue; the unequal
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burden of unpaid care work and insufficient measuie reconcile paid work
and care responsibilities; the persistence of disicratory attitudes, norms,
stereotypes and legal frameworks; insufficient abgirotection and insurance
coverage for women; and, despite progress, the posportion and unequal
participation and representation of women at allels of decision-making,
including in national parliaments and other govermstructures.

22. The Commission notes that with regard to Mileim Development

Goal 4 (reducing child mortality), taking into aeod the important

interconnections between women’s and children’sltheand gender equality
and empowerment of women, significant progress theesn made in reducing
child mortality globally, including through the effts to eliminate new HIV

infections and vertical transmissions in childreilo, combat malnutrition,

malaria, diarrhoea, hunger and anaemia and by adihg other factors
including the lack of access to vaccines, but #rgets are likely to be missed.
The Commission notes with deep concern that chidtds are increasingly
concentrated in the poorest regions and in the firgnth of life, and expresses
concern that children are at greater risk of dyiegore the age of 5 if they are
born in rural and remote areas or to poor householdhe Commission also
notes with deep concern that some regions haveehidemale under-five

mortality rates owing to discriminatory practic8the Commission recognizes
that progress on reducing child mortality is linkedth women’s access to
health-care services, safe drinking water, samtatind housing, as well as
mothers’ basic education and nutrition.

23. The Commission notes that with regard to Mileim Development

Goal 5 (improving maternal health), progress tovgaitd two targets, to reduce
maternal mortality and to achieve universal acdesmeproductive health, has
been particularly slow and uneven, especially fog poorest and rural sectors
of the population, within and across countries.ntttes that the number of
preventable maternal deaths continues to be unaaiolp high and that

adolescent girls face higher risks. It further eegges concern about the
significant gaps in funding that remain and the miagle of the unmet need
for all sexual and reproductive health-care sersjcencluding emergency
obstetric services and skilled attendance at dglivesafe and effective

contraception, services for the complications ofsafe abortion and safe
abortion where such services are permitted by natidaw; and prevention

and treatment of sexually transmitted infectiond #1V/AIDS, among others,

through the primary health-care system with effeetieferral to higher levels
of care. The Commission further notes continuingallenges to progress,
including failure to protect and fulfil reproducévrights in accordance with
the Programme of Action of the International Coefeece on Population and
Development, the Beijing Platform for Action andetbutcome documents of
their review conferences, poor nutrition and heawvgrkloads for pregnant

women.

24. The Commission notes that with regard to Mileim Development
Goal 6 (combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other dises), progress has been
limited, with the number of women living with HI\hcreasing globally since
2001. It also notes the particular vulnerability HbV infection of adolescent
girls and young women, as well as other women ainld gvho are at a higher
risk. It stresses that structural gender inequedithnd violence against women
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and girls undermine effective HIV responses andrtbed to give full attention
to increasing the capacity of women and adolesgéaig to protect themselves
from the risk of HIV infection, including througthé¢ provision of health-care
services, inter alia, sexual and reproductive Hleelire services. It further
notes the challenges faced by women and girls d¢iwvith HIV and AIDS,
including stigma, discrimination and violence. TBemmission further notes
that, despite increased global and national investi in malaria control,
which have resulted in decreasing the burden ofama@lin many countries and
the elimination of malaria in some countries, meaprevention and control
efforts, particularly for pregnant women, must idpiincrease in order to
achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

25. The Commission notes that with regard to Mileim Development
Goal 7 (environmental sustainability), while progsehas been made globally
in access to safe drinking water, progress on act¢esbasic sanitation has
been particularly slow, and the target is likely be missed, with serious
implications for women and girls, especially tho$iging in vulnerable
conditions. The Commission expresses concern tietidack of access to safe
drinking water particularly affects women and gidad that they frequently
bear the burden for its collection in rural and ambareas, and further
recognizes the need for further improvement in tleigard. The Commission
further notes that the lack of adequate sanitafawilities disproportionately
affects women and girls, including their labourderand school participation
rates, and increases their vulnerability to violen@he Commission further
notes that women and girls are often disproportignaaffected by
desertification, deforestation, natural disastensl @&limate change owing to
gender inequalities and the dependence of many woomenatural resources
for their livelihoods.

26. The Commission notes with regard to Millennilevelopment Goal 8

(developing a global partnership for developmentptt the development

resources, including official development assisegnin support of gender
equality and women’s empowerment are essentialranthin inadequate to the
task. The Commission also notes that the globahenuc crisis and the shifts
to austerity measures taken by some countries lrapacted women and girls
negatively, with a reduction in investment in sdaactors. It also notes that a
gender gap in access to information and commuradaatiechnologies persists.

27. The Commission is concerned that several atdis to monitor the
Millennium Development Goals are not disaggregabgdsex, age and other
factors and therefore do not provide sufficientoimhation about the situation
of women and girls throughout their life cycle, inding those on poverty,
hunger, environmental sustainability and a globaitpership for development,
while others are still limited, such as those rethtto goal 3, HIV/AIDS,

tuberculosis and malaria.

28. The Commission is concerned that several catditissues related to
gender equality and the empowerment of women weoé adequately
addressed by the Millennium Development Goals saghinter alia: violence
against women and girls; child, early and forcedmage; women’'s and girls’
disproportionate share of unpaid work, particularhpaid care work; women'’s
access to decent work, the gender wage gap, em@oyrm the informal
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sector, low-paid and gender-stereotyped work siecHamestic and care work;
women’s equal access to, control and ownership sfets and productive
resources, including land, energy and fuel, and en's1 inheritance rights;

women’s sexual and reproductive health, and repctde rights in accordance
with the Programme of Action of the Internationadr@erence on Population
and Development, the Beijing Platform for Actiondathe outcome documents
of their review conferences; universal health cage; non-communicable
diseases; accountability for violations of humaghts of women and girls; and
women'’s full and equal participation in decisionkireg at all levels. The

Commission recognizes that unless all dimensiong@fder inequality are
addressed, gender equality, the empowerment of woamel the realization of
human rights of women and girls cannot be achieved.

29. The Commission recognizes that progress on atieievement of all

Millennium Development Goals for women and girlssheeen held back

owing to the persistence of historical and struaturnequal power relations
between women and men, poverty and inequalitiesdis@dvantages in access
to resources and opportunities that limit womemsl ajirls’ capabilities, and

growing gaps in equality of opportunity, discriminay laws, policies, social

norms, attitudes, harmful customary and contempogactices and gender
stereotypes.

30. The Commission strongly condemns all formwiofence against women
and girls. It expresses deep concern that discatm and violence against
women and girls continue to occur in all parts loé world and that all forms
of violence against women and girls are impedimentdhe development of
their full potential as equal partners with men duoys in all aspects of life, as
well as obstacles to the achievement of the MillannDevelopment Goals.

31. The Commission welcomes international momentaraddress the issue
of child, early and forced marriage. The Commissi@eeognizes that child,
early and forced marriage is a harmful practiced amotes that its continued
prevalence, among other factors, has slowed thé&aement of several of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girls.

32. The Commission emphasizes that the empowernoéntvomen is a

critical factor in the achievement of the MillenmiuDevelopment Goals,
including the eradication of poverty and hungerd dhat the implementation
of special measures, as appropriate, aimed at emppgy women can help
accomplish this. It recognizes that inequality isamcern for all countries and
that it represents an urgent challenge with mudtipmplications for the

realization of the economic, social and culturahts of women and girls. It
also emphasizes that women’s poverty is directliatesl to the absence of
economic opportunities and autonomy, lack of accésseconomic and

productive resources, quality education and suppervices, and women’s
minimal participation in the decision-making prose$he Commission further
recognizes that women’s poverty and lack of empomet as well as their
exclusion from social and economic policies cancpléhem at increased risk
of violence and that violence against women impedesial and economic
development, as well as the achievement of the @dilium Development
Goals.
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33. The Commission is also concerned that cousta&ected by natural

disasters are less likely to achieve the Millennilavelopment Goals, and
further notes that women and girls are dispropodtely affected by natural

disasters. It further recognizes that women playital role in disaster risk

reduction, response and recovery, including refitabibn and reconstruction,

and the need to enhance women’s access, capacitidsopportunities to

effectively and equally participate in the prevemtiand preparedness efforts
and response to disasters.

34. The Commission is deeply concerned that clemahange poses a
challenge to the achievement of sustainable dewveéoy and that women and
girls are disproportionately affected by the impacof desertification,

deforestation and natural disasters, persisterigith extreme weather events,
sea-level rise, coastal erosion and ocean acidiina and is also deeply
concerned that the adverse impacts of climate chasyy women and girls,

especially those living in poverty, can be exacélday gender inequality and
discrimination, and expresses profound alarm th@&eghouse gas emissions
continue to rise globally, remains deeply concernddt all countries,

particularly developing countries, are vulnerabte the adverse impacts of
climate change and are already experiencing ineeaspacts, including

persistent drought and extreme weather events|esed-rise, coastal erosion
and ocean acidification further threatening foodcwsédy and efforts to

eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable developmend in this regard

emphasizes that adaptation to climate change reptesan immediate and
urgent global priority.

35. The Commission expresses deep concern abautottyoing adverse

impacts, particularly on development and the achieent of the Millennium

Development Goals for women and girls, of the wditthncial and economic

crisis, recognizing evidence of an uneven and feagécovery, and cognizant
that the global economy, notwithstanding significagfforts that helped

contain tail risks, improve financial market condits and sustain recovery,
still remains in a challenging phase, with downstitsks, inter alia, for women

and girls, including high volatility in global maeks, high unemployment,
particularly among youth, indebtedness in some twes and widespread
fiscal strains that pose challenges for global eeoit recovery and reflect the
need for additional progress towards sustaining apbdalancing global

demand, and stresses the need for continuing efftot address systemic
fragilities and imbalances and to reform and stthaeg the international

financial system while implementing the reforms e to date, and in respect
of maintaining adequate levels of funding for thehi@vement of gender
equality and the empowerment of women.

36. The Commission acknowledges that the globaldén and threat of
non-communicable diseases constitutes one of thgormahallenges for
sustainable development in the twenty-first centwhich may have a direct
impact on the achievement of the internationallye®g development goals,
including the Millennium Development Goals. It fhetr notes that developing
countries bear a disproportionate burden and tloatcommunicable diseases
can affect women and men differently.
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37. The Commission further recognizes that progres the Millennium
Development Goals for women and girls has beentéichowing to the lack of
systematic gender mainstreaming and integratiogesfder perspective in the
design, implementation, monitoring and evaluatiofi the Goals. The
Commission also recognizes that effective gendepoasive monitoring of the
Goals has been limited owing to a lack of investimienand the consistent
collection and use of reliable, integrated gendwalidators, statistics and data,
disaggregated by sex, age, disability, location atiter relevant factors, and
that goals, targets and indicators, including gersdmnsitive indicators, are
valuable in measuring and accelerating progress anel enhanced by
voluntarily sharing information, knowledge and expace. The Commission
acknowledges in this regard the importance of creigistration systems and
vital statistics.

38. The Commission also recognizes that insuffitipriority given to and
significant underinvestment in gender equality atitt empowerment of
women in the realization of the human rights of wamand girls continue to
limit progress on the Millennium Development Go#&bs girls and women of
all ages, their families and communities, and fbe teconomic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable developmémntstresses that the
available resources, through domestic resource lzakion and official
development assistance, and their allocation renaaboncern and are often
inadequate to the task.

39. The Commission acknowledges the strategic emardinating role of

national machineries for the advancement of wonvelmich should be placed
at the highest possible level in government, foe #ichievement of gender
equality and the implementation of the Millenniume@lopment Goals for
women and girls, and the need to endow these madikeisn with the necessary
human and sufficient financial resources to enabém to function effectively.

The Commission also acknowledges the contributibnagional human rights

institutions where they exist.

40. The Commission acknowledges the major contidms made by civil
society, including women’s and community-based aigations and feminist
groups, in placing the interests, needs and visiohsvomen on national,
regional and international agendas.

41. The Commission recognizes that all human #gglare universal,

indivisible and interdependent and interrelated ahdt the international

community must treat human rights globally in a fand equal manner, on the
same footing and with the same emphasis, and sisesat, while the

significance of national and regional particulasi and various historical,
cultural and religious backgrounds must be bornemind, it is the duty of

States, regardless of their political, economic anltural systems, to promote
and protect all human rights and fundamental freeslo

42. The Commission urges Governments, at all levahd as appropriate,
with the relevant entities of the United Nationsst®m, international and
regional organizations, within their respective mates and bearing in mind
national priorities, and invites national humanhtig institutions where they
exist, civil society, including non-governmental ganizations, the private
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sector, employer organizations, trade unions, medid other relevant actors,
as applicable, to take the following actions:

Realizing women’s and girls’ full enjoyment of allhuman rights

(a) Consider ratifying or acceding to, as a mgaifr matter of priority,
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofidorimination against
Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Claifdl their respective
Optional Protocols, limit the extent of any resdiwas, formulate any such
reservations as precisely and as narrowly as plessib ensure that no
reservations are incompatible with the object andppse of the Conventions,
review their reservations regularly with a view wathdrawing them and
withdraw reservations that are contrary to the objand purpose of the
relevant treaty, and implement them fully by, intalia, putting in place
effective national legislation and policies;

(b) Accelerate full and effective implementatioof the Beijing
Platform for Action and the Programme of Action ¢lie International
Conference on Population and Development and itg &etions for their
further implementation and the outcomes of theivieaw conferences to
achieve the Millennium Development Goals for wonasmd girls;

(c) Eliminate all forms of discrimination againstomen and girls
through the development, where needed, adoption andelerated and
effective implementation and monitoring of laws aadmprehensive policy
measures; the removal, where they exist, of disicratory provisions in legal
frameworks, including punitive provisions; and s&&ft up legal, policy,
administrative and other comprehensive measuresjding temporary special
measures as appropriate, to ensure women’s and’ @gglual and effective
access to justice and accountability for violatiaxfshuman rights of women
and girls;

(d) Implement concrete and long-term measures ttansform
discriminatory social norms and gender stereotyjreduding those that limit
women’s roles to being mothers and caregivers, a&tichinate harmful
practices including, inter alia, female genital iation and honour crimes, in
order to achieve gender equality and women'’s and’'gimpowerment and the
full realization of the human rights of women andg

(e) Fully engage men and boys, including commurigaders, as
strategic partners and allies in the eliminationatif forms of discrimination
and violence against women and girls both in thaifa and in society, design
and implement national policies that aim to tramsfahose social norms that
condone violence against women and girls, and workounteract attitudes by
which women and girls are regarded as subordimataen and boys, including
by understanding and addressing the root causegewder inequality such as
unequal power relations, social norms, practicesd astereotypes that
perpetuate discrimination against women and gate] engage them in efforts
to promote and achieve gender equality and the erepment of women and
girls;

(f) Acknowledge publicly the important and legitate role of women
human rights defenders in the promotion and pradectof human rights,
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democracy, the rule of law and development and tgikgropriate, robust and
practical steps to protect them;

(g) Adopt and implement specific and targeted sueas recognizing
that some women experience increased vulnerabiityl marginalization
owing to multiple and intersecting forms of disciimation and inequalities;

(h) Take all appropriate measures to adopt anpléement disability-
inclusive national development strategies and lagise, administrative, social,
educational and other measures to protect and pmriee rights of women
and girls with disabilities, as persons with diddigis are more vulnerable to
discrimination and violence and are still largehyisible in the implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the Millennium Devetlopnt Goals;

(i) Encourage the participation of indigenous weymand girls in the
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, noting tlatribution of that
conference towards the achievement of internatignabreed development
goals, bearing in mind that indigenous women andsgface particular
challenges in achieving the Millennium Developm&uals;

(j)) Enact and implement legislation to protecipport and empower
child-headed households, in particular those headgdgirls, and include
provisions to ensure their economic well-being aamctess to health-care
services, nutrition, safe drinking water and saiota shelter, education and
inheritance, and ensure that these families aretepted, supported and
assisted to stay together;

(k) Address the multiple and intersecting fact@mmntributing to the
disproportionate impact of poverty on women andsgaver their life cycle, as
well as intra-household gender inequalities in #éocation of resources,
opportunities and power, by realizing women’s anidlsg civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights, including thght to development, and
ensure women'’s and girls’ inheritance and propeights, equal access to
guality education, equal access to justice, sopiattection and an adequate
standard of living, including food security and ritibn, safe drinking water
and sanitation, energy and fuel resources and hgusis well as women'’s and
adolescent girls’ access to health, including séxared reproductive health-
care services, and women'’s equal access to full roductive employment
and decent work, women’s full participation andeigtation in the formal
economy, equal pay for equal work or work of equalue, and equal sharing
of unpaid work;

() Eliminate all forms of violence against allomen and girls in
public and private spaces through multisectoral eandrdinated approaches to
prevent and respond to violence against women drnd gnd exercise due
diligence, investigate, prosecute and punish thepgteators of violence
against women and girls and end impunity, and pfevprotection as well as
universal access to comprehensive social, health lagal services for all
victims and survivors, to ensure their full recoyeand reintegration into
society and, bearing in mind the importance forwdmen and girls to live
free from violence, to address the structural andewlying causes of violence
against women and girls through enhanced preventieasures, research and
strengthened coordination and monitoring and ew&na
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(m) Eliminate all harmful practices, includingilth early and forced
marriage and female genital mutilation, by reviegyimdopting, enacting and
enforcing laws and regulations that prohibit suchgtices, creating awareness
around their harmful health consequences and gé&ngraocial support for the
enforcement of these laws;

(n) Strengthen bilateral, regional and internasibcooperation for the
full and effective implementation of the United Nats Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol tevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women &tdldren supplementing
the United Nations Convention against Transnati@@anized Crime including
by implementing the United Nations Global Plan oftibn to Combat
Trafficking in Persons, and take appropriate measuto raise public
awareness of the issue of trafficking in persoretipularly women and girls,
including the factors that make women and girlsnewbble to trafficking; to
discourage, with a view to eliminating, the demahdt fosters all forms of
exploitation, including sexual exploitation and ded labour; to review and
adopt laws, regulations and penalties necessargiet with this issue and
publicize them to emphasize that trafficking iseaisus crime; and encourage
media providers, including Internet service provgleto adopt or strengthen
self-regulatory measures to promote the responsibke of media, particularly
the Internet, with a view to eliminating the exphdion of women and children;

(o) Ensure the promotion and protection of thenha rights of all
women and their sexual and reproductive health, epfoductive rights in
accordance with the Programme of Action of the in&tional Conference on
Population and Development, the Beijing Platform Aztion and the outcome
documents of their review conferences, includingtigh the development and
enforcement of policies and legal frameworks ang strengthening of health
systems that make universally accessible and availgquality comprehensive
sexual and reproductive health-care services, codities, information and
education, including, inter alia, safe and effeetimethods of modern
contraception, emergency contraception, preventigmogrammes for
adolescent pregnancy, maternal health care suskilisd birth attendance and
emergency obstetric care, which will reduce obstetistula and other
complications of pregnancy and delivery, safe albortvhere such services are
permitted by national law, and prevention and tmeatt of reproductive tract
infections, sexually transmitted infections, HIV darreproductive cancers,
recognizing that human rights include the righttve control over and decide
freely and responsibly on matters related to thsmixuality, including sexual
and reproductive health, free from coercion, disdniation and violence;

(p) Ensure universal access to comprehensive egmtéwn, affordable
treatment, care and support services for HIV/AID® sexually transmitted
infections, free of stigma and discrimination, widhgender perspective, and
provide comprehensive information, voluntary coutlisg and testing to
young women and adolescent girls living and affdatéth HIV and AIDS;

(q) Develop, implement and support national prdgien, care and
treatment strategies to effectively address obistetfistula using a
multisectoral, multidisciplinary, comprehensive aimtegrated approach in
order to bring about lasting solutions;
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() Encourage partnerships for global health apport Member States
in carrying out their responsibilities, including imoving towards universal
health coverage, which implies that all people,luding women and girls,
have access, without discrimination, to nationatigtermined sets of the
promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitative amdlliative basic health
services, needed and essential, safe, affordaffiexteve and quality medicines
and vaccines, especially through the promotion fpry health care, while
ensuring that the use of these services does nmdsexthe users to financial
hardship, with a specific emphasis on the poor grdible, and marginalized
segments of the population, and calls upon MemHtateS to strengthen and
improve the quality of health systems in this rehar

(s) Develop comprehensive strategies to targetdge inequality in
health care and put into practice policies to easequal access for women,
adolescents and youth to affordable and adequatglthheare services,
including primary health care and basic nutrition;

(t) Pursue and promote gender-based approacheshéo prevention
and control of non-communicable diseases foundedlata disaggregated by
sex and age in an effort to address the criticdleddnces in the risks of
morbidity and mortality from non-communicable disea for women and men;

(u) Promote and protect women’s and girls’ righteducation on the
basis of equal opportunity and non-discriminatibroughout their life cycle at
all levels and promote equal and inclusive accesquality early childhood,
primary, secondary and post-secondary education;faonal education, catch-
up and adult literacy education for those who did receive formal education,
skills development and vocational training and hanrghts education and
training, with specific attention to: eliminatingegder disparities at all levels
of education by increasing the retention, transitimnd completion rates of
women and girls; improving the quality of educatiand learning outcomes;
eliminating gender stereotypes in the curriculumaimstreaming a gender
perspective into education and training programmasjuding science and
technology; eradicating female illiteracy and supp@ school-to-work
transition through skills development to enableirthective participation in
economic, social and cultural development, goveceaand decision-making;

(v) Adopt targeted measures to ensure girls’tyadend an environment
free from sexual harassment in school and in theroate to and from school,
including by improving transportation, strengthemininfrastructure by
providing separate and adequate sanitation fagdjtiimproved lighting,
playgrounds and other safe environments; conductif@ence prevention
activities in schools and communities; and estdldtig and enforcing penalties
for all forms of violence and harassment againgsgi

(w) Promote the right to education by making paipn education
compulsory and available free to all children arndotigh the progressive
introduction of subsidized education, bearing inndhithe need for special
measures to ensure equal access, including affiveatction to contribute to
achieving equal opportunity and combating exclusimd ensuring school
attendance, in particular for girls and childreorfr low-income families and
children who become heads of households;
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(x) Develop and implement educational programmeesl teaching
materials, including comprehensive evidence-basedcation for human
sexuality, based on full and accurate informatidor, all adolescents and
youth, in a manner consistent with their evolvingpacities, with the
appropriate direction and guidance from parents lagal guardians, with the
involvement of children, adolescents, youth and pamities and in
coordination with women’s, youth and specialized nfgpvernmental
organizations, in order to modify the social andtetal patterns of conduct of
men and women of all ages, to eliminate prejudiaed to promote and build
informed decision-making, communication and riskduetion skills for the
development of respectful relationships and basadgender equality and
human rights, as well as teacher education anaitrgiprogrammes for both
formal and non-formal education;

(y) With the support of international organizatsy civil society and
non-governmental organizations, as appropriate, ebbgv policies and
programmes, giving priority to formal, informal anmtbn-formal education,
that support girls and enable them to acquire keolgk, develop self-esteem
and take responsibility for their own lives, andagt special focus on
programmes to educate women and men, especiallgnpgr about the
importance of girls’ physical and mental health amell-being, including the
elimination of discrimination and violence agaigstls;

(z) Ensure women’s right to work and rights atrkwahrough gender-
responsive policies and programmes that promote ewisn economic
empowerment, including decent work for all, prometgual pay for equal work
or work of equal value, invest in and empower wonreproductive sectors of
the economy, support women’s technical, manageaial entrepreneurial
capacities, promote collective bargaining, addrdss gendered division of
labour, prohibit and redress sexual harassmenteprtediscrimination against
women in the workplace, support the reconciliatioh paid work with
family/care responsibilities for both women and memnd promote women'’s
full and equal participation in the formal econonity, particular in economic
decision-making, and empower women in the infornedonomy, with
particular attention to women domestic workers, vare entitled to the same
basic rights as other workers, including protectfoom violence and abuse,
fair terms of employment, and a safe and healthykimg environment;

(aa) Guarantee women’s and girls’ inheritancéntsgand their full and
equal access to and control over assets and natudl other productive
resources, including full and equal rights to owmdalease land and other
property, and undertaking administrative reformd all necessary measures to
give women the same right as men to credit capftagnce, financial assets,
science and technology, vocational training, infatimn and communications
technologies and markets, and to ensure equal actegustice and legal
assistance;

(bb) Encourage States and relevant civil socigtpups to empower
women and girls by supporting programmes that f@t#d participation
through public and private investment in agricuétiaiming to achieve food
security and nutrition;
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(cc) Recognize, resource and support programthas @dvance gender
equality and women’s rights in all areas of economctivities, including
fisheries and aquaculture, to address food secustd nutrition, and
meaningfully facilitate women’s contributions to aMiscale and artisan
fisheries and aquaculture, commercial fisheries, #re use and care of oceans
and seas;

(dd) Ensure non-discriminatory access for womémlbages to gender-
responsive, universally accessible, available, raffible, sustainable and high-
qguality services and infrastructure, including hbatare, safe drinking water
and sanitation, transport, energy, housing, agrical technology, financial
and legal services, and information and commundcegtitechnologies;

(ee) Invest in closing the gender gap in inforimatand communications
technologies by making them affordable and accéssincluding as regards
access to broadband as a tool for the empowernfambmen and girls and the
exercise of their full range of human rights, accés information, access to
markets, networking and increased opportunities;

(ff) Promote universal social protection acroke tife cycle, including
for older women, that gives women and girls protattagainst risks and
vulnerabilities and promotes their social inclusiand full enjoyment of all
human rights;

(gg) Recognize that caregiving is a critical stal function and
therefore emphasize the need to value, reduce adtstribute unpaid care
work by prioritizing social protection policies, dluding accessible and
affordable social services, including care servifas children, persons with
disabilities, older persons and persons living wHhv and AIDS, and all
others in need of care; the development of infradtrre, including access to
environmentally sound time- and energy-saving tetbgies; employment
policies, including family-friendly policies with aternity and paternity leave
and benefits; and the promotion of the equal slgpof responsibilities and
chores between men and women in caregiving and dom&ork to reduce
the domestic work burden of women and girls and¢hange the attitudes that
reinforce the division of labour based on gender;

(hh) Recognize the family as a contributor totairble development,
including in the achievement of the internationadlgreed development goals
for women and girls, that gender equality and wolme&mpowerment improve
the well-being of the family, and in this regardests the need for elaborating
and implementing family policies aimed at achieviggnder equality and
women’s empowerment and at enhancing the full pgrdtion of women in
society;

(i) Promote and protect effectively the humaghtis and fundamental
freedoms of all migrants, regardless of their migma status, especially those
of women and children, and address internationalgration through
international, regional or bilateral cooperationdadialogue and through a
comprehensive and balanced approach, recognizing ftwoles and
responsibilities of countries of origin, transitdadestination in promoting and
protecting the human rights of all migrants, andiding approaches that
might aggravate their vulnerability;
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Strengthening the enabling environment for gendeequality and the
empowerment of women

(i) Work towards ensuring that global trade,dirtial and investment
agreements are conducive to the promotion of gengguality and the
empowerment of women and the human rights of woraed girls, and
complement national development efforts to achiettee Millennium
Development Goals for women and girls, includingotigh reaffirming the
critical role of an open, equitable, rules-basedpctable, non-discriminatory
multilateral trading system, and strengthen theaffreness of the support of
the global economic system for development by enaging the
mainstreaming of a gender perspective into devekpnpolicies at all levels
in all sectors;

(kk) Underline commitments to strengthen natiordiorts, including
with the support of international cooperation, adm&t addressing the rights
and needs of women and girls affected by naturahsters, armed conflicts,
other complex humanitarian emergencies, traffickimgpersons and terrorism,
within the context of actions geared to the redla of the internationally
agreed goals and commitments related to gender liggguand the
empowerment of women, including the Millennium Dbmment Goals,
recognizing the challenges they face, and also tim#e the need to take
concerted actions, in conformity with internationtdw, to remove the
obstacles to the full realization of the rightswémen and girls living under
foreign occupation, so as to ensure the achievernénhe above-mentioned
goals and commitments, recognizing the challenpey face;

(I Implement macroeconomic policies that, tdgat with labour and
social policies, promote full and productive empimant and decent work for
all and gender equality and the empowerment of wone enhance economic
efficiency and optimize the contribution of womem économic growth and
poverty reduction, and increase awareness amonigidacmakers, the private
sector and employers of the necessity of womenemic empowerment and
their important contribution;

(mm) Strengthen the role of women in the formal anfbrmal sectors,
including in cross-border trade and agriculturet puplace measures needed
to improve women’s access to markets and productésmurces, and make
markets safe for women, including those living ural areas, and thereby
ensure that businesses and farms owned by womennam have equal
opportunities in markets;

(nn) ldentify and develop strategies to exparadér opportunities for
women producers and facilitate the active partitgraof women in national,
regional and global trade;

(oo) Take measures to ensure that, in global aadional policy
responses to financial and economic crises anktessive, volatile food and
energy prices, any negative impacts on gender éguahd the empowerment
of women are minimized, including on employment dondding for essential
services and social protection systems, and thetcgodar support is given to
the most disadvantaged and vulnerable persons tlaatdgender equality and
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the empowerment of women continue to be promotecuding the protection
of the human rights of women and girls;

(pp) Refrain from promulgating and applying anyilateral economic,
financial or trade measures not in accordance withrnational law and the
Charter of the United Nations that impede the fadhievement of economic
and social development, particularly in developauyntries;

(qq) Prioritize and mainstream gender equalitgspectives in all social,
economic and environmental policies and programn@simplement the
Millennium Development Goals, including nationalveéopment policies and
strategies to eradicate poverty, and gender-respensudgeting and public
expenditure allocation processes, establish andengthen institutional
mechanisms for gender mainstreaming at the locatjonal and regional
levels, and promote and ensure the implementatidn national legal
frameworks and the coordination between branchegosernment to ensure
gender equality;

(rr) Promote equal opportunities and the full aaglal participation of
women and men as agents and beneficiaries of pemgiged sustainable
development, and reaffirm that the eradication o¥erty based on sustained
economic growth, social development, environmergedtection and social
justice requires the involvement of women in ecoiand social development;

(ss) Adopt measures to implement and monitor tkiédlennium
Development Goals for women and girls in armed tonfind post-conflict
situations and women and girls affected by violextremism, and ensure
women’s effective participation at all levels ant al stages and in peace
processes and mediation efforts, conflict preventi@nd resolution,
peacekeeping, peacebuilding and recovery, as laid i relevant Security
Council resolutions on women, peace and security, ia this regard support
the involvement of women’s organizations and csdktiety organizations. End
impunity by ensuring accountability and punishingrpetrators of the most
serious crimes against women and girls under natiamd international law,
and ensure that the alleged perpetrators of thoisees are held accountable
under national justice or, where applicable, intgional justice;

(tt) Promote the integration of a gender persiecin environmental
and climate change policies and strengthen mechenend provide adequate
resources to ensure women'’s full and equal pamitgm in decision-making at
all levels on environmental issues, in particular strategies and policies
related to the impacts of climate change, suchxaeme weather events and
slow onset impacts, including drought, ocean aidiion, sea-level rise and
loss of biodiversity on the lives of women and gjrland ensure a
comprehensive approach to address the hardshipsl fag women and girls by
integrating their specific needs into humanitariaeponses to natural disasters
and into the planning, delivery and monitoring oisabter risk reduction
policies to address natural disasters and climabtange, and ensuring
sustainable natural resources management;

(uu) Strengthen international cooperation in tealbgy and innovation
for the promotion of gender equality and the empoment of women,
including through public-private partnerships;
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(vv) Strengthen and support the contributionsrofal women to the
agricultural sector and to enhancing agriculturald arural development,
including small-scale farming, and ensure that woni@ave equal access to
agricultural technologies, through investments arahsfer of technology on
mutually agreed terms, and innovation in small-scagricultural production
and distribution, and address the existing gapand barriers to trading their
agricultural products in local, regional and intational markets;

(ww) Strengthen international cooperation, inéhgdthe role of North-
South, South-South and triangular cooperation, ingam mind that South-
South cooperation is not a substitute for, but eath complement to, North-
South cooperation, and invites all Member Stateertbance South-South and
triangular cooperation focusing on shared developm@riorities, with the
involvement of all relevant stakeholders in goveemt civil society and the
private sector, while noting that national ownepstand leadership in this
regard are indispensable for the achievement ofdgerequality and the
empowerment of women and girls;

(xx) Recognize the important role the media calaypin the
elimination of gender stereotypes and, to the extemsistent with freedom of
expression, increase the participation and accéssomnen to all forms of
media, and encourage the media to increase publareness of the Beijing
Platform for Action, the Millennium Development Geagender equality and
the empowerment of women and girls;

Maximizing investments in gender equality and tb empowerment of women

(yy) Increase and ensure the effectiveness amfimal resources across
all sectors to achieve gender equality, the empavesit of women and the
realization and enjoyment of women’s and girls’ lmmrights through
mobilization of financial resources from all sousceincluding domestic
resource mobilization and allocation and increapedrity to gender equality
in official development assistance, and the cremtdd voluntary innovative
financing mechanisms, as appropriate;

(zz) Urge developed countries that have not yemhed so, in
accordance with their commitments, to make concedferts towards meeting
the target of 0.7 per cent of their gross natigralduct for official development
assistance to developing countries and the tar§é&.1b to 0.20 per cent of
their gross national product for official developmbeassistance to least
developed countries, and encourage developing c@snto build on the
progress achieved in ensuring that official devetept assistance is used
effectively to help meet development goals and @étsgand help them, inter
alia, to achieve gender equality and the empowetroéwomen,;

(aaa) Recognize that the long-term sustainabiitydebt depends on,
inter alia, economic growth, the mobilization ofmdestic and international
resources, export prospects of debtor countriestasuable debt management,
sound macroeconomic policies that also supportgation, transparent and
effective regulatory frameworks and success in oesting structural
development problems, and hence on the creaticanoénabling international
environment that is conducive to sustainable dgwalent, gender equality and
the empowerment of women;
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(bbb) Support and institutionalize a gender-svsiapproach to public
financial management, including gender-responsivedgeting across all
sectors of public expenditure, to address gapesourcing for gender equality
and women’s empowerment, and ensure all nationdl sectoral plans and
policies for gender equality and the empowermenwomen are fully costed
and adequately resourced to ensure their effectiygementation;

(ccc) Monitor and evaluate the impact of all eaoric decision-making
on gender equality, including public sector expéumais, austerity measures,
where they apply, public-private partnerships angestments, and official
development assistance, and take corrective adtioprevent discriminatory
impacts and achieve gender equality and the empoeer of women,
including by ensuring the promotion of women'’s falid equal participation in
economic decision-making structures;

(ddd) Increase resources and support for grastsyoocal, national,
regional and global women’s and civil society orgations to advance and
promote gender equality, the empowerment of wommedh the human rights of
women and girls;

Strengthening the evidence base for gender eqitgland the empowerment
of women

(eee) Improve systematic and coordinated colbecti analysis,
dissemination and use of gender statistics and dis@ggregated by sex, age,
disability and other relevant variables at the oadil level, through appropriate
financial and technical support and capacity-buitdi while recognizing the
need for international cooperation in this regard;

(fff) Collect regularly and disseminate statisticn the minimum set of
gender indicators and the core set of violence rsgjawomen indicators
adopted by the Statistical Commission in 2013;

(ggg) Continue to develop and enhance standandls methodologies,
for use at national and international levels, topiove data, inter alia, on
women’s poverty, income distribution within houséd®my unpaid care work,
women’s access to, control and ownership of asaetsproductive resources,
and women’s participation at all levels of decisimaking, including to
monitor progress on the Millennium Development Gofalr women and girls;

(hhh) Develop and strengthen national monitoriagd evaluation
mechanisms to assess policies and programmes tievaéclthe Millennium
Development Goals for women and girls and promdte sharing of best
practices;

Ensuring women'’s participation and leadership atall levels and
strengthening accountability

(i) Take measures to ensure women’s full, equald effective
participation in all fields and leadership at aléls of decision-making in the
public and private sectors through policies andicast such as temporary
special measures, as appropriate, and by settirdy vaorking to achieve
concrete goals, targets and benchmarks;
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(i) Strengthen the participation and contrilants of women in
decision-making processes on national, regionalglobal trade;

(kkk) Ensure the effective participation of woneeand youth and other
relevant civil society organizations in the desigontinued implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of policies to achieve Millennium Development
Goals and take into account their views in the efabon of the post-2015
development agenda;

() Develop and implement effective measures d@ocount for the
achievement of gender equality, the empowerment wafmen and the
realization of the human rights of women and girls;

(mmm) Strengthen institutional arrangements foronitoring the
implementation of the Millennium Development Go&ts women and girls,
ensure transparency in this regard by making akbdlaelevant information
and support women’s full and effective participaticand leadership in
monitoring.

43. The Commission urges States to build on thesdas from the
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals the new post-2015
development agenda is being shaped. It urges Steiesackle critical

remaining challenges through a transformative aathprehensive approach
and calls for gender equality, the empowerment om&n and human rights of
women and girls to be reflected as a stand-alonal god to be integrated
through targets and indicators into all goals ofy anew development
framework.

44. The Commission also urges all States and #iero stakeholders to
undertake comprehensive national- and regionaltleseiews of the progress
made and challenges encountered in the implememtatf the Beijing

Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcema& the twenty-third

special session of the General Assembly so thabtlieomes of these reviews
can effectively feed into its fifty-ninth sessiomg be held in 2015. The
Commission especially encourages all stakeholdars ahalyse current
challenges and identify opportunities for accelemgtactions to achieve
gender equality, the empowerment of women and #aization of human
rights of women and girls and to undertake apprpericommemorative
activities for the twentieth anniversary of the FwuWorld Conference on
Women.

B. Draft resolution for adoption by the Council

2. The Commission on the Status of Women recommeadfe Economic and
Social Council the adoption of the following dradisolution:
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Draft resolution |
Situation of and assistance to Palestinian womeé&n

The Economic and Social Council,
Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-Genetal,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Athcement of
Women2 in particular paragraph 260 concerning Palestiniammen and
children, the Beijing Platform for Action adopted &he Fourth World
Conference on Woménand the outcomes of the twenty-third special sassi
of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gamequality, development
and peace for the twenty-first century”,

Recalling also its resolution 2013/17 of 24 July 2013 and othaevant
United Nations resolutions, including General Asbgnmresolution57/337 of
3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed conflict aSecurity Council

resolution1325 (2000)f 31 October 2000 on women and peace and security

Recalling further the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence agd
Womerp as it concerns the protection of civilian popubas,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Politiddights$ the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and @ualt Right§ and the
Convention on the Rights of the Childand reaffirming that these human
rights instruments must be respected in the Occluptalestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem,

Expressing deep concern about the grave situation of Palestinian women

in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, includingsEderusalem, resulting from
the severe impact of the ongoing illegal Israelicggation and all of its
manifestations,

Expressing grave concern also about the increased difficulties being
faced by Palestinian women and girls living undesrakli occupation,
including the continuation of home demolitions, @idons of Palestinians, the
revocation of residency rights, arbitrary detentiand imprisonment and
escalating settler violence against Palestinianliaivs and their property, as
well as high rates of poverty, unemployment, fondeicurity, inadequate water
supply and unsafe drinking water, incidents of detie violence, and
declining health, education and living standards]uding the rising incidence
of trauma and the decline in their psychologicalllsbeing, and expressing
grave concern about the dire humanitarian crisid imsecurity and instability

* For the discussion, see chap. Il.

1 E/CN.6/2014/6.

2 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appr aise the Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, séct.

3 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. |, resmno 1, annex II.

4 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, asdltgion S-23/3, annex.

5 See General Assembly resolution 48/104.

6 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), exn

7 United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
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on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian Territémyparticular in the Gaza
Strip,

Deploring the dire economic and social conditions of Pateati women
and girls in the Occupied Palestinian Territoryluding East Jerusalem, and
the systematic violation of their human rights fésg from the severe impact
of ongoing illegal Israeli practices, including therced displacement of
civiians and confiscation of land, particularly iononnection with the
construction and expansion of settlements and tlad, which continue to
constitute a major obstacle to peace on the bddilseotwo-State solution, and
the continued imposition of closures and restricsioon the movement of
persons and goods, including the permit regime uphout the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,iolhhave detrimentally
affected their right to health care, including aszdor pregnant women to
health services for antenatal care and safe dsliveducation, employment,
development and freedom of movement,

Gravely concerned, in particular, about the critical socioeconomigda
humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, includithgt resulting from Israeli
military operations, including those in November12(Q and the continuing
imposition of a blockade consisting of the prolodgelosure of border
crossings and severe restrictions on the movemémtesons and goods, as
well as the continued impeding of the reconstruttirocess by lIsrael, the
occupying Power, which has detrimentally affectedry aspect of the lives of
the civilian population, especially women and chéld, in the Gaza Strip,

Sressing the importance of providing assistance, especialyergency
assistance, to alleviate the dire socioeconomic &ndianitarian situation
being faced by Palestinian women and their famjliand recognizing the
essential efforts and support being provided by timéted Nations agencies
and other humanitarian aid organizations on theigdo

Reiterating the importance of increasing the role of women in
peacebuilding and decision-making with regard taftiot prevention and the
peaceful resolution of conflicts as part of effotts ensure the safety and
well-being of all women in the region, and stregsiime importance of their
equal participation and involvement in all efforfer the achievement,
maintenance and promotion of peace and security,

1. Reaffirms that the Israeli occupation remains the major ablst for
Palestinian women with regard to their advancemesslf-reliance and
integration in the development of their societydatresses the importance of
efforts to increase their role in decision-makingthwregard to conflict
prevention and resolution and to ensure their egpalticipation and
involvement in all efforts for the achievement, m&nance and promotion of
peace and security;

2. Calls upon the international community, in this regard, tontiaue
to provide urgently needed assistance, especiatigrgency assistance, and
services in an effort to alleviate the dire humarién crisis being faced by
Palestinian women and their families and to helpthe reconstruction of
relevant Palestinian institutions, with the intetipa of a gender perspective
into all of its international assistance programmesommends the
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implementation of the August 2009 plan of the Ptihéan Authority for

constructing the institutions of an independent eBahian State and the
significant achievements made, as confirmed by rivggonal institutions,
including the World Bank, the International Monatafund and the United
Nations, and calls for continued support of thefferes;

3. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully kvithe
provisions and principles of the Universal Declaatof Human Right$, the
Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention IV ®fdctober 1907, the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection ofilzim Persons in Time of
War of 12 August 1949, and all other relevant rules, principles and
instruments of international law, including the dmational Covenants on
Human Rightg, in order to protect the rights of Palestinian wenand their
families;

4. Urges the international community to continue to giveesial
attention to the promotion and protection of themiaum rights of Palestinian
women and girls and to intensify its measures tqriowe the difficult
conditions being faced by Palestinian women andr tfemilies living under
Israeli occupation;

5. Calls upon lIsrael to facilitate the return of all refugeesdan
displaced Palestinian women and children to th@més and properties, in
compliance with the relevant United Nations resiolns;

6. Sresses the urgent need for sustained and active inteonati
involvement, including by the Quartet, to assist tharties in advancing and
accelerating peace process negotiations for théemement of a just, lasting
and comprehensive peace settlement that ends thgpation which began in
1967 and results in the independence of a demagratintiguous and viable
State of Palestine living side by side in peace sadurity with Israel and its
neighbours, on the basis of United Nations resohdj the Quartet road map
to a permanent two-State solution to the IsraeleBtnian conflict!© and the
Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council of theague of Arab States at
its fourteenth sessioht

7. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to contitme
monitor and take action with regard to the impleta¢ion of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement obrién? in particular
paragraph 260 concerning Palestinian women anddihi] the Beijing
Platform for Action® and the outcomes of the twenty-third special sessif
the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gendguadity, development
and peace for the twenty-first century/”;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to review theasion,
to assist Palestinian women by all available meanduding those laid out in
his reportt and to submit to the Commission on the Status ofrénh at its
fifty-ninth session a report, including informatigarovided by the Economic

8 General Assembly resolution 217 A (I11).

9 United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

10 S/2003/529, annex.

11 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex Il, resolution 14/221
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and Social Commission for Western Asia, on the peeg made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

C. Draft decision for adoption by the Council

3. The Commission on the Status of Women recommeéndthe Council the
adoption of the following draft decision:

Report of the Commission on the Status of Womeon its fifty-eighth session
and provisional agenda and documentation for the fiy-ninth session of
the Commissiort

The Economic and Social Council takes note of teport of the
Commission on the Status of Women on its fifty-é¢flghessioh2 and approves
the provisional agenda and documentation for tligy-fiinth session of the
Commission set out below:

1. Election of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizatiomatters.
Documentation

Annotated provisional agenda and proposed omgdion of work of
the Commission on the Status of Women

3. Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on mén and to the
special session of the General Assembly entitledoren 2000:
gender equality, development and peace for the tiyvirst century”:

(a) Implementation of strategic objectives ardian in critical
areas of concern and further actions and initiativeview and
appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Daeltion
and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the rityethird
special session of the General Assembly (pursuamt t
Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/18);

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the review appraisal of the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Pdath for Action
and the outcomes of the twenty-third special sessibthe General
Assembly

Report of the Executive Director of the Unitecthdns Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women

(b) Emerging issues, trends and new approaclesissues
affecting the situation of women or equality betwegomen
and men;

(c) Gender mainstreaming, situations and prognatic matters.

* For the discussion, see chaps. V and VI.
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2014, Supplement No. 7 (E/2014/27).
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Documentation
Reports of the Secretary-General:

— Progress in mainstreaming a gender perspeciiv the
development, implementation and evaluation of malo
policies and programmes, with a particular focus the
priority theme

— Situation of, and assistance to, Palestimiamen

Report of the United Nations Entity for Gendequility and the
Empowerment of Women on the activities of the Uditdations
Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Viake against
Women

Note by the Secretariat transmitting the outcoofethe relevant
sessions of the Committee on the Elimination of diimination
against Women

Communications concerning the status of women.
Documentation

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting tisé of confidential
communications concerning the status of women aesbanses
thereto

Follow-up to Economic and Social Council reg@ns and
decisions.

Documentation

Letter from the President of the Economic andi&oCouncil to the
Chair of the Commission on the Status of Women

Provisional agenda for the sixtieth sessiothef Commission.

Adoption of the report of the Commission o fifty-ninth session.

D. Matters brought to the attention of the Council

The following resolutions and decision adopteg the Commission are
brought to the attention of the Council:

Resolution58/1
Release of women and children taken hostage, inclimd) those subsequently
imprisoned, in armed conflicts

The Commission on the Satus of Women,

Guided by the purposes, principles and provisions of @fterter of the
United Nations,

* For the discussion, see chap. Il, paras. 77-80.
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Guided also by the principles and norms of international huitenan
law, in particular the Geneva Conventions of 12 Asig 19493 and the
Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, as well as relevant international
standards of human rights, in particular the UnsatrDeclaration of Human
Rights® the International Covenant on Economic, Social &udtural Rights>
the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticalgRts® the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination ageat Womeni5 the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Conventiagainst Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Bamients and the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted onJ@se 1993 by the World
Conference on Human Rightg,

Taking duly into account the International Convention for the Protection
of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, adopted the General
Assembly in its resolutiof1/1770f 20 December 2006,

Recalling all its previous resolutions on the release of womand
children taken hostage, including those subsequemmtiprisoned, in armed
conflicts 18 as well as all relevant resolutions of the Commaisson Human
Rights and the Human Rights Council concerning &gesttaking and General
Assembly resolutio1/1720f 19 December 2006,

Recognizing that women and children bear particular vulneitibd when
taken hostage, including sexual violence and repetde health concerns,

Recognizing also that everyone has the right to life, liberty aretugrity
of person and that the taking of hostages is aena# of grave concern to the
international community,

Recalling the relevant provisions contained in the instrutsemf
international humanitarian law relative to the muion of the civilian
population as such,

Reaffirming the Beijing Declaratio¥ and Platform for Actior, as well
as the outcome documents of the twenty-third spesgasion of the General
Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gender equalityyelepment and peace for
the twenty-first century® and the outcome document of the special session of
the General Assembly on children, entitled “A worfd for children” 20
including the provisions therein regarding violenegainst women and
children, and welcoming the ten-year review and rajgal of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action at the fortynathh session of the
Commission on the Status of Women and General Abbeurtecision64/530
on the commemoration of the fifteenth anniversafytlee adoption of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,

13 United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

14 |bid., vol. 1125, Nos. 17512 and 17513.

15 |bid., vol. 1249, No. 20378.

16 |bid., vol. 1465, No. 24841.

17 A/CONF.157/24 (Part 1), chap. III.

18 Resolutions 39/2, 40/1, 41/1, 42/2, 43/1, 44R/14 46/1, 48/1, 50/1, 52/1, 54/3 and 56/1.

19 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chapelsolution |, annex I.

20 General Assembly resolution S-27/2, annex.
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Recalling General Assembly resolutiof7/337 of 3 July 2003 on the
prevention of armed conflict, and Security Courrei$olutions1325 (2000)of
31 October 20001820 (2008)of 19 June 20081888 (2009)of 30 September
2009,1889 (2009)of 5 October 2009 anii960 (2010)of 16 December 2010,
2106 (2013)of 24 June 2013 ang122 (2013)of 18 October 2013 on women
and peace and security, as well as its resoluti3is4 (2000)of 11 August
2000, 1379 (2001)of 20 November 20011460 (2003)of 30 January 2003,
1539 (2004)of 22 April 2004,1612 (2005)of 26 July 20051882 (2009)of
4 August 2009,1998 (2011)of 12 July 2011,2068 (2012)of 19 September
2012 and2143 (2014)of 7 March 2014 on children and armed conflictdan
2133 (2014)of 27 January 2014 on kidnapping for ransom anstdge-taking
by terrorists,

Expressing grave concern at the continuation of armed conflicts in many
regions throughout the world and the human suffgrand humanitarian
emergencies they cause,

Noting that women and children taken hostage, includirnpsé
subsequently imprisoned, including in armed conéliovhether international
or non-international, are victims of serious viabawts of international law,
including international humanitarian law and hunréghts law, that continue
to have a negative impact on efforts to put an enthose conflicts and cause
suffering to the families of those women and chelr and stressing, in this
regard, the need to address the issue from a huaréari perspective, among
others,

Emphasizing that all forms of violence in areas of armed cmtfl
committed against the civilian population as suakjuding taking women and
children hostage, seriously contravene internatiohamanitarian law, in
particular as set out in the Geneva Conventions2oAugust 1949,

Being cognizant that States that are parties to an armed conlffliate a
responsibility not to take hostage and subsequentlprison women and
children in armed conflict and to ensure accouri@bias regards
implementation of relevant mechanisms, policies &wls in order to protect
them, bearing in mind that all parties to the camfmust refrain from hostage-
taking,

Concerned that, despite the efforts of the international coumity, acts
of hostage-taking in different forms and manifestas, inter alia, those
committed by terrorists and armed groups, contitmdake place and have
even increased in many regions of the world,

Noting with concern the serious threats posed by transnational organiz
crime in some regions, and its increasing linkssiime cases, with terrorism,
and strongly condemning the incidents of kidnappiagd hostage-taking
committed for any purpose, including raising funds gaining political
concessions,

Recognizing that hostage-taking calls for resolute, firm amshcerted
efforts on the part of the international communityy, conformity with
international humanitarian law and in accordancéhwnternational human
rights standards, in order to bring such abhorpeattices to an end,
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Expressing its strong belief that the rapid and unconditional release of
women and children taken hostage in areas of arcoedlict will promote the
implementation of the noble goals enshrined in Badjing Declaration and
Platform for Action, as well as the outcome docutseaf the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly and theoow document of the
special session of the General Assembly on childesnitled “A world fit for
children”, including the provisions therein regardiviolence against women
and children,

1. Reaffirms that hostage-taking, wherever and by whomever
committed, is an illegal act aimed at the destauttof human rights and is,
under any circumstances, unjustifiable;

2. Condemns all violent acts committed against the civilianppdation
as such, in violation of international humanitarilanv in situations of armed
conflict, and calls for an effective response talsuacts, in particular the
immediate release of women and children taken mestancluding those
subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts, inéhgd by strengthening
international cooperation in this field;

3. Also condemns the consequences of hostage-taking, in particular
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading tremait or punishment,
murder, rape, slavery and trafficking in women actdldren, and deplores
their consequences;

4. Urges States that are parties to an armed conflict toe taltl
necessary measures, in a timely manner, to deterrttie identity, fate and
whereabouts of women and children taken hostageludiing those
subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts, arm,thhe greatest possible
extent, to provide their family members, througtpagpriate channels, with all
relevant information they have on their fate andevdabouts;

5. Invites, in this regard, States to adopt a comprehensppaach,
including all appropriate legal and practical measu and coordination
mechanisms;

6. Recognizes the need for the collection, protection and mamagyet
of information on women and children taken hostadgecluding those
subsequently imprisoned, in armed conflicts, acogydto international and
national legal norms and standards, and urges Stateooperate with each
other and with other appropriate actors workingtlis area, inter alia, by
providing all relevant and appropriate information;

7. Srongly urges all parties to armed conflicts to respect fullyeth
norms of international humanitarian law and to taKenecessary measures for
the protection of the civilian population as sugitluding measures to prevent
and combat acts of hostage-taking;

8. Urges all parties to armed conflicts to provide safe,inuypeded
access to humanitarian assistance for those womerchildren, in accordance
with international humanitarian law;

9. Also urges all parties to an armed conflict to cooperate yfulith
the International Committee of the Red Cross inakelshing the fate and
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whereabouts of women and children taken hostageludiing those
subsequently imprisoned;

10. Sresses both the need for increased accountability and the
responsibility of all States to prosecute or briogjustice in accordance with
international law those responsible for war crimegiluding hostage-taking
and sexual violence;

11. Also stresses the need for addressing the issue of release ofiemo
and children taken hostage, including those subesetly imprisoned, in armed
conflicts, also as a part of peace processes, watarence to all justice and
rule of law mechanisms, on the basis of transparemaccountability and
public involvement and participation;

12. Emphasizes the importance of objective, responsible and irtipar
information, including improved analysis and disseation of sex- and age-
disaggregated data, on hostages, verifiable by vasle international
organizations, in facilitating their release, analle for assistance to those
organizations in this regard,;

13. Highlights the importance of the rehabilitation of women and
children taken hostage, including those subsequemmtlprisoned, in armed
conflicts, recognizing their particular vulnerabyli to violence, including
sexual violence, in these situations, and urgesctirecerned States to take all
practically possible measures to this end;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure, in the contexthef
present resolution, the continued wide dissemimatiaf information, in
particular relating to Security Council resoluti®825 (2000)

15. Also requests the Secretary-General and all relevant internation
organizations to use their capabilities and undertafforts to facilitate the
immediate release of civilian women and childrenowhave been taken
hostage, including those subsequently imprisoned;

16. Invites the special rapporteurs, within their respectivenaiates, as
well as the Special Representative of the Secre@egeral on Children and
Armed Conflict and the Special Representative of Becretary-General on
Sexual Violence in Conflict, to continue to addrehe issue of women and
children taken hostage, including those subsequemmtlprisoned, in armed
conflicts and its consequences;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commissiorthe
Status of Women at its sixtieth session a reportheimplementation of the
present resolution, including relevant practicataemmendations, taking into
account the information provided by States and vai international
organizations;

18. Decides to consider the question at its sixtieth session.
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Resolution58/2
Gender equality and the empowerment of women inatural disasters*

The Commission on the Satus of Women,

Bearing in mind that natural disasters affect human lives andnbvi
conditions thereafter, and have a more direct adwkese impact on women
and girls, as well as vulnerable persons withinug® such as children, older
persons and persons with disabilities, and thatimatdisasters have different
impacts on men and women, owing to social exclusigander inequality,
gender stereotypes, different family responsitghti discrimination against
women and poverty, as well as the lack of equakasdao adequate services,
information, economic opportunities, entitlementstice and safety,

Reaffirming the commitments regarding women and girls affecbsd
natural disasters in the Beijing Platform for Agtioand the outcomes of the
twenty-third special session of the General Assgtfitdnd reaffirming also
that the outcomes stressed the need to incorp@ajender perspective into
disaster risk reduction, response and recoveryesiias,

Noting that, during a natural disaster, pregnant or k&wgawomen and
adolescent girls, who constitute an average ofdl2Q per cent of the female
population, are more vulnerable to disasters bezaisheir limited physical
mobility and their increased needs for food and ewaand for access to
reproductive health care and safe birthing faeti

Recognizing that natural disasters can increase the likelihobchpe and
sexual exploitation, domestic violence, unwantedegmancies, sexually
transmitted infections and complications regardsexual and reproductive
health, including for pregnant women, who face hé&ged risks from
interrupted access to sexual and reproductive healie,

Noting that natural disasters can lead to widespread parudonged
displacement, which increases the vulnerability,particular of women and
girls, to gender-based violence and to negativeirgppstrategies, creates
barriers to their ability to access education, esypient and health-care and
other crucial services, and separates them frompeumetworks,

Recalling its resolution56/2 of 9 March 2012 and mindful of the
continuing need to further enhance gender equality the empowerment of
women,

Recalling also the agreed conclusions of the forty-sixth sessiérthe
Commission on the Status of Women of 15 March 280€pommission on the
Status of Women resolutiof9/5 of 11 March 20023 as well as Commission
resolution55/1 of 4 March 2011 entitled “Mainstreaming gender &gy and
promoting empowerment of women in climate changelicis and

* For the discussion, see chap. Il.

21 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2012, Supplement No. 7 (E/2012/27-
E/CN.6/2012/16), chap. I, sect. D.

22 ]bid., 2002, Supplement No. 7 (E/2002/27-E/CN.6/2002/13), chap. I, sect. A.

23 ]bid., 2005, Supplement No. 7 and corrigendum (E/2005/27-E/CN.6/2005/11 and @drr
chap. I, sect. D.
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strategies'?4 the Hyogo Declaraticd? and the Hyogo Framework for Action
2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations amsh@nunities to Disaste?8
adopted by the World Conference on Disaster Reductield in Kobe, Hyogo,
Japan from 18 to 22 January 2005, the outcome deatirof the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, heldRio de Janeiro,
Brazil, in June 2012, entitled “The future we waAt’as well as all the
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, idalg resolution®8/102and
68/1030f 13 December 2013 arB/2110f 20 December 2013, and Economic
and Social Council resolution 2013/6 of 17 July 201

Noting various processes leading up to 2015 and 2016ecésly the
discussions on the post-2015 development agendal hird World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction, to be held in Senday,Ciapan, in March 2015,
and the World Humanitarian Summit, to be held itahbdul, Turkey, in 2016,

Welcoming the response and longer-term recovery effortshef daffected
countries as well as the continued support andstmsie given by the
international community in the relief and recovexfjorts for natural disasters
in all parts of the world, including the deadly hgon Haiyan (Yolanda) that
struck the Philippines on 8 November 2013 and tkeadtating earthquake
that struck eastern Japan on 11 March 2011, aner adtent natural disasters,
including those addressed in recent humanitarigmeals, while stressing the
importance of further efforts in these responsescluding in gender-
responsive disaster management,

Recognizing that incorporating a gender perspective into divas
response and longer-term recovery planning and emphtation will cut
recovery time, lead to greater efficiency and eguit the short- and longer-
term recovery efforts and strengthen the resiliemfcentire communities,

Recognizing also that protection from gender-based violence in the

context of natural disasters, including throughlegrogramme prevention
and response, can reduce morbidity and mortality,

Sressing the importance of ensuring non-discriminatory jzap@ation
and inclusion of women and girls, as well as vuaide persons within groups
such as children, older persons and persons wgahidlities, in every phase of
disaster risk reduction, response and recoveryutih a people-centred and
holistic approach that fully respects human righits, order to build an
inclusive society, supported by a social bond amopgople through
community-based approaches, which promotes gendqualiy, the
empowerment of women, social and economic incluséovd development,
strengthens the resilience of communities and redusocial and economic
vulnerabilities to disasters,

1. Recognizes that women play a vital role in disaster risk retion,
response and recovery, including rehabilitation amdonstruction, and the
need to enhance women’s access, capacities andrtopfiees to effectively
participate in prevention and preparedness effants in response to disasters;

24 1bid., 2011, Supplement No. 7 (E/2011/27-E/CN.6/2011/12), chap. I, sect. D.
25 A/CONF.206/6 and Corr.1, chap. |, resolution 1.

26 |bid., resolution 2.

27 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.

36/95

14-02869



E/2014/27
E/CN.6/2014/15

2. Also recognizes that natural disasters and the ability to recdvem
them can affect men and women differently, and thagender-responsive
approach, including gender-sensitive needs assedsmduring post-disaster
recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction, ha® tpotential to address
underlying social issues that create vulnerabitdydisasters and prolong the
time needed for economic and social reintegratiot productivity;

3. Further recognizes that, in addition to focusing on physical
infrastructure during the rehabilitation and redoustion phase, social and
economic transformation in the areas of housing;oime generation and
agriculture and the informal sector, and healthecancluding psychosocial
counselling, should also be taken into considemtio order to adequately
address gender priorities;

4. Urges Governments and, where appropriate, United Nations
entities, civil society, including non-governmentakganizations and the
private sector, and other stakeholders:

(a) To review national policies, strategies andngl and take action to
integrate a gender perspective in policies, plagramd funding for disaster
risk reduction, response and recovery, considethe different impacts that
natural disasters have on women and men;

(b) To facilitate and increase women’s access réorimation and
education, including in the area of science andhnetogy, including
information and communications technology, and expits, thus enhancing
their knowledge, skills and opportunities for penpiation and leadership in
environmental decisions, including during naturilagters;

(c) To ensure equal opportunities for the leadigrsimd participation of
women and, as appropriate, girls, in decision-mgkincluding with regard to
the allocation of resources at all levels regardisigaster risk reduction,
response and recovery;

(d) To strengthen the capacities, awareness angaration of relevant
authorities and institutions at all levels to applygender-responsive approach
to disaster risk reduction, response and recovery;

(e) To ensure the full enjoyment by women andsgiof all human
rights in every phase of disaster risk reducti@sponse and recovery;

(f) To make the utmost efforts to secure equaleascto disaster relief
assistance for women, girls, boys and men, andigeodisaster response and
support for recovery and development that is fudgponsive to the needs and
respects the views and enjoyment of all human sigtfitvomen and girls, with
special attention paid to the needs of pregnantlacihting women, adolescent
girls, families with infants or older persons, dieheaded households and
persons with disabilities and widows, such as i ¢bntext of the provision of
food and supplies, water and sanitation, the se&uph management of shelter,
safety and security, and the provision of physicakychological and
emergency health care, including for sexual andraepctive health, and
counselling services for survivors of gender-bagiedence, while encouraging
the involvement of women professionals and gendalarice among field
workers;
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(g) To require implementing partners to utilizg@nder marker system
and to report on associated gender commitmentaugirout the humanitarian
programme cycle;

(h) To ensure that, in every phase of disastdc resluction, response
and recovery, special attention is given to thevprgion of various forms of
gender-based exploitation and abuse, includingrisie of trafficking and the
particular vulnerability of girls, unaccompaniedildnen and orphans, and
women and children with disabilities;

(i) To ensure also, in every phase of disastét rexduction, response
and recovery, the provision of protection, care augport to the victims of
gender-based violence and, as appropriate, theigioov of legal, medical,
psychosocial and other relevant services for sumgvof gender-based
violence to aid, inter alia, in the investigationdaprosecution of cases of
sexual and gender-based violence, taking into atcauwrvivors’ needs in
order to avoid their revictimization;

(i) To design, implement and evaluate gender-resp@ economic
relief and longer-term recovery projects, includimgcational and technical
skills training measures, in order to help ensujaad economic opportunities
for men and women, paying attention to eliminatiolgstacles to women’s
rapid integration or reintegration into the forneghployment sector, owing to
their role in the social and economic process, &@kihg into account the rural
and urban migration that natural disasters may pkey

(k) To promote and involve women in designing imepgenerating
activities and employment opportunities for womeffeeted by natural
disasters, particularly rural women, including hypporting community-based
and home-based businesses through such instrurasnscal procurement of
food and services, the establishment of necessamalsservices, and access to
market, credit, cash transfers, social safety retd other financial services,
involving women in their design and taking into auat the additional burden
on women’s time in the post-disaster phase fordaskch as securing supplies
of food, water and fuel and caring for children whoschools have closed;

()  To ensure equal access for women and men na, their equal
participation in, natural hazard early warning gyss, promote disaster risk
reduction planning at the national, subnational andmunity levels, taking
into account the specific needs, views and all humights of women, girls,
boys and men, and raise public awareness and prdvaining at all levels on
gender-responsive approaches to disaster risk teshydncluding in the areas
of science and technology;

(m) To ensure equal access to and use of infoonattraining and
formal and informal education on disaster risk retin for women and girls,
in order to enhance their voices and participationprocesses relating to
disaster risk reduction;

(n) To systematically collect, analyse and utilidemographic and
socioeconomic data and information disaggregateddyy age and disability,
among other factors, for the purpose of contexaadial and gender analysis
and for identifying and addressing the differingpotg strategies, needs,
capacities, knowledge and priorities and vulneiitibd of women, girls, boys

14-02869



E/2014/27
E/CN.6/2014/15

14-02869

and men, continue to develop gender indicators aarthlyse gender
differences, including through gender-responsive edse assessment,
participatory planning processes and methodologiaed integrate this
information into disaster risk reduction and managet policies and
programmes in order to ensure programme and pelifactiveness and reduce
the loss of life and livelihoods;

(0) To document and assess disaster risk reducHotivities and
disaster and recovery responses from a gender getigp, and widely
disseminate, nationally, regionally and internadlyy information on good
practices, lessons learned and tools, includinghrietogies in support of
disaster risk reduction, in order to promote anduga their integration into
disaster risk reduction planning;

(p) To recognize and further promote the role ieflsociety, including
community-based organizations, women’s and adol@sgéls’ organizations
and volunteers, in disaster risk reduction plannargd management and in
promoting the building of an inclusive, disastesitient society that ensures
women'’s full participation;

(q) To recognize also the important role played hyomen
professionals and volunteers, inter alia, in megtihe needs of women and
girls, and further encourage their participation disaster risk reduction,
response and recovery;

() To forge constructive partnerships among allakeholders,
including Governments, United Nations entities akler relevant actors, such
as civil society, including non-governmental orgeaations and the private
sector, in order to strengthen a gender perspeatiad aspects of disaster risk
reduction, response and recovery;

5. Commends those donors who use a gender marker system in the
funding decisions, and encourages Governmentswahdre appropriate, United
Nations entities, civil society, including non-gouenental organizations and
the private sector, and other stakeholders, tosus@ a system;

6. Encourages Governments, local authorities, the United Nations
system and regional organizations, and invites denand other assisting
countries, to address the vulnerabilities and cajgasc of women and girls
through gender-responsive programming and the aflon of resources in
their disaster risk reduction, response and recpeéforts in coordination with
the Governments of affected countries;

7. Requests all relevant United Nations entities, according tteeir
mandates, to ensure that a gender perspectiverum#ito be mainstreamed
into all aspects of disaster risk reduction, regmand recovery and to report
systematically on progress towards such mainstregminder the United
Nations System-wide Action Plan on Gender Equadihd the Empowerment
of Women;

8. Sresses the importance of mainstreaming gender and diggbil
perspectives in disaster risk management prior teadlers, in order to
strengthen the resilience of communities and redsmaal vulnerabilities to
disasters, and recognizes the need for the incdugparticipation and
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contribution of women, as well as vulnerable pessaorithin groups such as
children, older persons and persons with disabsitito various processes,
including the Third World Conference on DisastersRiReduction and its
preparatory process;

9. Calls upon Governments to promote the strategic goals fok ris
reduction and resilience-building in the framewdok disaster risk reduction
beyond 2015, including indicators for achieving den equality and the
empowerment of women and girls in disaster riskuatin, response and
recovery;

10. Requests the United Nations system, Member States and other
stakeholders to continue to promote the inclusiéra gender perspective in
their activities, international negotiation processand consultations as they
relate to natural disasters, especially in the elabon of the post-2015
development agenda;

11. Requests Governments, United Nations entities, civil sogjet
including non-governmental organizations and thesgie sector, and other
stakeholders, to share their gender perspectivéhénpreparatory processes
towards the World Humanitarian Summit, to be heid2D16, on the basis of
their experiences and lessons learned from pastahitarian action, thus
mainstreaming the gender perspective in the theshése summit.

Resolution58/3
Women, the girl child and HIV and AIDS*

The Commission on the Satus of Women,

Reaffirming the Beijing Declaratiol and Platform for Actior, the
outcome documents of the twenty-third special sessof the General
Assembly? the Programme of Action of the International Caefece on
Population and Developmét®tand key actions for its further implementation,
the 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDFS,the 2006 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS30 the 2011 Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS:
Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AID®, the HIV and AIDS-
related goals contained in the United Nations Mifleim Declaratio®2 and
the Millennium Development Goals, in particular tlesolve of Member States
to have halted, by 2015, and begun to reversesphead of HIV, as well as the
commitments on HIV and AIDS made at the 2005 W@ldnmit33 the High-
level Plenary Meeting of the sixty-fifth sessiontbeé General Assembly on the
Millennium Development Goald} the 2013 special event to follow up efforts

* For the discussion, see chap. Il.
28 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September

1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIB)1chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

29 General Assembly resolution S-26/2, annex.
30 General Assembly resolution 60/262, annex.
31 General Assembly resolution 65/277, annex.
32 See General Assembly resolution 55/2.
33 See General Assembly resolution 60/1.
34 See General Assembly resolution 65/1.
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made towards achieving the Millennium Developmewal(33s and the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Developniént,

Welcoming the leadership and commitment shown in every dspethe
HIV and AIDS response by Governments, people livvith HIV, political and
community leaders, parliaments, regional and subred organizations,
communities, families, faith-based organizatiortsestists, health professionals,
donors, the philanthropic community, workforcese thusiness sector, civil
society and the media, including the African Uni&toadmap on Shared
Responsibility and Global Solidarity for AIDS, Tutsellosis and Malaria
Response in Africa,

Reaffirming that prevention, treatment, care and support &ppe living
with and affected by HIV and AIDS are mutually rircing elements of an
effective response that must be integrated intmmprehensive approach to
end the epidemic, and recognizing the need to enthe respect, promotion,
protection and fulfilment of human rights in thentext of HIV and AIDS,

Reaffirming also the need to eradicate poverty, which can contebtat
the vulnerability of women and girls to HIV infeoti and aggravate the impact
of the epidemic by depleting resources and inconiesteby contributing to
inadequate food and nutrition, which leads to pweatment outcomes, and to
impoverishment owing to loss of income and increlabealth expenditures,
and endangers the survival of present and futureiggions,

Noting with concern that violence against women and girls, including
harmful practices, is among the contributory fastts the spread of HIV, and
noting with appreciation the efforts of the Unitédations system to end
violence against women and girls, including the pamgn “UNITE to End
Violence against Women”,

Recognizing that populations destabilized by armed conflict,
humanitarian emergencies and natural disasterfudivg refugees, internally
displaced persons and, in particular, women anttiodn, are at increased risk
of HIV infection,

Concerned that women and girls with disabilities face incsed
vulnerability to HIV as a result of, inter alia, dgal, social and economic
inequalities, sexual and gender-based violencegridignation and violations
of their rights,

Concerned also that the global HIV epidemic disproportionatelyeaits
women and girls and reinforces gender inequalitibat the majority of new
HIV infections in young people aged 15 to 19 yeacgur among girls, and
also concerned that women and girls bear the dpptonate burden of
caring for and supporting people living with andeated by HIV, and that they
become more vulnerable to poverty as a result efejhidemic,

Concerned further that women and girls are physiologically more
vulnerable to HIV, especially at an earlier agearthmen and boys, and that
this is increased by violence against women, gaisl adolescents, sexual

35 See General Assembly resolution 68/13.
36 See General Assembly resolution 66/288.
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exploitation, including commercial sexual exploitat, premature and coerced
sexual relations, harmful practices, such as chélafly and force marriage,
female genital mutilation, as well as an imbalannethe power dynamic
between women and men, and unequal legal, econ@nit social status,
including poverty,

Deeply concerned that there are women, including young women, livin
with HIV who would like to space or limit pregnaesi but are currently not
using an effective method of contraception owing ltmited access to
voluntary family planning services and a broad monf contraceptive methods,

Concerned that HIV infection rates are higher among younge,
especially young and married women, who do notsfinprimary school than
among those who do,

Concerned also that women and adolescent girls have unequal aces
health resources, including sexual and reproductigalth-care services, for
the prevention of HIV infection and treatment ofdanare and support for
people living with and affected by HIV and AIDS,

Noting with concern that regulations, policies and practices, inclygdin
those that limit legitimate trade of generic med&s, may seriously limit
access to affordable HIV treatment and other phaeutcal products in low-
and middle-income countries, and recognizing thaiprovements can be
made, inter alia, through national legislation, ukgory policy and supply
chain management, and noting that reductions inridxar to affordable
products could be explored in order to expand axtesaffordable and good-
qguality HIV prevention products, diagnostics, med& and treatment
commodities for HIV, including opportunistic inféehs and co-infections,

Sressing that the HIV epidemic, with its devastating scaled impact on
women and girls, is often aggravated by povertyiclwhrequires urgent action
across all internationally agreed development goalsluding the Millennium
Development Goals and the post-2015 developmemaaen all fields and at
all levels,

Sressing also that gender equality and the political, social awdnomic
empowerment of women and girls are fundamental efgmin the reduction
of their vulnerability to HIV, and that increasedcccass to information,
prevention programmes and treatment and eliminatibilIV-related stigma,
discrimination and violence are all essential ttoe towards ending HIV and
AIDS,

Noting with concern that, despite the significant progress made in
addressing the HIV epidemic, many countries havenbenable to fulfil their
pledges to achieve their commitments made in th&l26nd 2006 declarations
on HIV/AIDS, including those related to women anidlgy set to be achieved
by 2010, and emphasizing in this regard the neezbtdinue efforts to achieve
these commitments and to accelerate progress tewaskting the 2015 goals
outlined in the 2011 Political Declaration on HIMIAS,

1. Reaffirms the need for Governments, supported by the relevan
actors, including civil society and the private ®ec to intensify national
efforts and international cooperation in the impé&ration of the
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commitments contained in the 2001 Declaration of m@otment on
HIV/AIDS,? the 2006 Political Declaration on HIV/AID® the 2011 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS: Intensifying Our EffortsotEliminate HIV and
AIDS,*! the Beijing Platform for Actiohand the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepifi towards achieving
the vision of an AIDS-free world;

2. Also reaffirms the commitment to achieve universal access to
comprehensive HIV prevention programmes, treatmeate and support, and
the resolve to have halted, by 2015, and beguretense, the spread of HIV,
and stresses the urgency of significantly scalipgefforts towards meeting
these goals, and in this regard looks forward te thview of the progress
towards attaining the Millennium Development Goaixl to the elaboration of
the post-2015 development framework;

3. Further reaffirms the commitment, as set out in the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Populatand Development and in
Millennium Development Goal 5, to achieve univeraatess to reproductive
health by 2015, which encompasses integrating ffual into strategies to
attain internationally agreed development goalsgjuding those contained in
the United Nations Millennium Declaratidh, aimed at reducing maternal
mortality, improving maternal health, reducing chimortality, promoting
gender equality and empowering women, combating HIMl AIDS and
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger;

4. Sresses the need to significantly increase and coordinzaétical
and financial commitment to address gender equalitgd equity in national
HIV and AIDS responses and to address HIV in thBomal gender response
by responding to the specific needs of women ami$,gincluding those living
with and affected by HIV, and urges Governmentgffectively reflect in their
national policies, strategies and budgets the gedieension of the epidemic,
in line with the time-bound goals of the 2011 PFohlt Declaration on
HIV/AIDS, as well as the goals of the Beijing Platin for Action and the
Programme of Action of the International Conferenae Population and
Development and key actions for their further impéntation;

5. Urges Governments to take all necessary measures totecraa
enabling environment for the empowerment of womed girls and to protect
and promote the full enjoyment of all human righted fundamental freedoms
in order to enable them to protect themselves fridtv infection, and to
mitigate the impact of the epidemic, including thgh access to education,
health, including sexual and reproductive healthocigl protection
programmes, civil registration and other nationaldtocumentation and the
right to property and inheritance, as well as toemsgthen the economic
independence of women, including through employmertd income-
generation policies and strategies, decent workijtipal participation and
decision-making at all levels;

6. Emphasizes the need for Governments and other relevant
stakeholders to ensure that national HIV strategesd programmes
comprehensively target women and girls in vulnegaldroups and in
populations that epidemiological evidence shows atrehigher risk of HIV
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infection, and to take measures to ensure that BléYices are accessible,
non-discriminatory and affordable to them,;

7. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
challenges faced by older women in accessing Hi&ention, treatment, care
and support, as well as in caring for people livimigh or affected by HIV and
AIDS, including orphaned children in vulnerableusitions;

8. Encourages Governments and other relevant stakeholders ttesca
up efforts to address the vulnerability of womerd ayirls to HIV in situations
of armed conflict and post-conflict, humanitariamergencies and natural
disasters, including prevention of sexual and gesdsed violence and
continuous provision of antiretroviral treatment;

9. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
increased vulnerability to HIV faced by women anilggwith disabilities,
ensuring their equal access to prevention, treatmeare and support, as an
integral part of their HIV and AIDS response;

10. Emphasizes the need to strengthen policy and programme liekag
and coordination between HIV and AIDS and sexua seproductive health,
and their inclusion in national development plaasd the need to design
gender-based policies aimed at social and econoegoality, including
poverty reduction strategies and sector-wide apghes, where they exist, as a
necessary strategy for fighting the HIV epidemid anitigating its impact on
the population, which could result in more relevaahd cost-effective
interventions with greater impact;

11. Urges Governments to strengthen initiatives that wouldréase the
capacities of women and adolescent girls to protéetmselves from HIV
infection, principally through the provision of Hdacare services, including
for sexual and reproductive health, and that irdégrHIV prevention,
treatment, care and support and include voluntasyneselling and testing,
including through effective HIV prevention educatithat takes into account
the epidemiological and national context, while calsecognizing the
importance of reducing risk-taking behaviour, amtc@uraging responsible
sexual behaviour, including abstinence and fidelityrrect and consistent use
of condoms and equality between men and women withiculturally and
gender-sensitive framework;

12. Also urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesdd
the situation faced by women and girls who provichye and/or economic
support for people living with or affected by HIhé AIDS, who are often
forced to drop out of school or employment, by Besing the provision of
resources, support and facilities to the survivansl caregivers, in particular
children, especially in women- and child-headed dedwolds, and older
persons, as well as to facilitate the balancedisbasf the provision of care by
both men and women;

13. Further urges Governments to ensure that the rights of childiren
child-headed households, many of whom have beehawrpd as a result of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic, are respected and that the heafdsuch households have
full enjoyment of all the rights of the child, anal further ensure that children
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in child-headed households, particularly girls,a®e the support they need to
ensure their continued attendance in school;

14. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
situation faced by children and young persons, egily girls, who may be
forced into child labour, including the worst forro$ child labour, as a result
of death or illness of family members or caregiveand to protect these
children and young persons from violence, includgender-based violence,
sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, including conuigrsexual exploitation,
trafficking and labour exploitation;

15. Also urges Governments to take measures to integrate, infiar a
family and community-based approaches in policied programmes aimed at
providing prevention, treatment, care and supporwwvomen and girls living
with or affected by HIV and AIDS;

16. Further urges Governments to ensure, in the context of preventio
programmes for HIV and other sexually transmittatections, accessible and
affordable procurement of safe and effective préioen commodities,
including male and female condoms, post-exposulpylaxis and, where
applicable, pre-exposure prophylaxis, to ensuréd thair supply is adequate
and secure, and to promote ongoing research, imojudhat for safe and
effective microbicides;

17. Urges Governments:

(a) To commit to remove before 2015, where feasilbstacles that
limit the capacity of low- and middle-income couef to provide affordable
and effective HIV prevention and treatment produaimgnostics, medicines
and commodities and other pharmaceutical produedswell as treatment for
opportunistic infections and co-infections, andréaluce costs associated with
life-long chronic care, including by amending natéb laws and regulations, as
deemed appropriate by respective Governments, 40 aptimize the use, to
the full, of existing flexibilities under the WorldTrade Organization
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellecteedperty Rights (TRIPS
Agreement) specifically geared to promoting acdesand trade in medicines,
and, while recognizing the importance of the irgetbal property rights
regime in contributing to a more effective AIDS pesse, ensure that
intellectual property rights provisions in traderagments do not undermine
these existing flexibilities, as confirmed in thela Declaration on the TRIPS
Agreement and Public Health, and call for earlyeptance of the amendment
to article 31 of the TRIPS Agreement adopted by @eneral Council of the
World Trade Organization in its decision of 6 Ded®Emn2005;

(b) To address barriers, regulations, policies praktices that prevent
access to affordable HIV treatment by promoting eyén competition in order
to help reduce costs associated with life-long airaare and by encouraging
all States to apply measures and procedures fareimfy intellectual property
rights in such a manner as to avoid creating besrie the legitimate trade in
medicines, and to provide for safeguards againstabuse of such measures
and procedures;

(c) To encourage the voluntary use, where appadpri of new
mechanisms such as partnerships, tiered pricinggnegource sharing of

45/95



E/2014/27
E/CN.6/2014/15

46/95

patents and patent pools benefiting all develomiagntries, including through
entities such as the Medicines Patent Pool, to helpeduce treatment costs
and encourage development of new HIV treatment fdations, including
HIV medicines and point-of-care diagnostics, intpadar for children;

18. Also urges Governments to strengthen, implement and enforce
legal, policy, administrative and other measures ffioeventing, eliminating
and addressing the causes and consequences afrai$ fof violence against
women and girls, including harmful practices, sashfemale genital mutilation,
child, early and forced marriage, domestic violeneg®lence at work, verbal
and physical abuse, rape, including marital rape] ather forms of sexual
violence and coerced sexual activity, battering énadficking in women and
girls, and to ensure that linkages between violeag@inst women and HIV are
addressed as an integral part of the national H¥ AIDS response;

19. Further urges Governments, where they have not yet done so, to
institute and ensure the transparent and effecéiméorcement of laws and
access to redress mechanisms to protect womeniasdrgm child, early and
forced marriage and marital rape;

20. Urges Governments to prioritize and expand access tattment for
all people, in all settings, in a progressive amdtainable manner, including
the prevention and treatment of opportunistic itifees and co-infections and
other HIV-related conditions and the effective ufeand adherence to anti-
retroviral medication, including through access dbnical and laboratory
testing and post-exposure prophylaxis, with the pubtection of their human
rights, including their sexual and reproductive lleand reproductive rights,
in accordance with the Programme of Action of théefnational Conference
on Population and Development and the Beijing Dextlan and Platform for
Action and the outcome documents of their reviewfeoences;

21. Also urges Governments to promote access to affordable, high-
quality, safe and effective drugs and related plaewtical commodities and
supplies for women and girls for HIV, sexually temmitted infections and
maternal health and family planning, and to colletata on treatment
disaggregated by age, sex, disability, geograpHmedtion, marital status and
continuity of care;

22. Requests Governments to promote and provide equal and ablgt
access for all persons without discrimination, tigbout their life cycle, to
social services related to health care, safe dnigpkivater and safe sanitation,
nutrition, food security, education programmes, liing HIV prevention
programmes, and social protection schemes, espedm women and girls
living with or affected by HIV and AIDS;

23. Emphasizes the negative impact of HIV-related stigma, espkgia
for women and girls, in seeking and accessing Hid &IDS programmes,
and urges Governments to intensify efforts to efiate all forms of stigma and
discrimination against women and girls in relattonHIV and AIDS, including
through strengthening national policies and ledislaand challenging gender
stereotypes, stigmatization, discriminatory attdadand gender inequalities,
and to encourage the active involvement of men laoygs in this regard, and
emphasizes the need to develop and implement psliegind programmes
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designed to eliminate HIV-related stigma and disgniation, so as to ensure
the dignity, rights and privacy of people livingtiand affected by HIV and
AIDS;

24. Sresses that women and girls should be empowered to ptotec
themselves against violence and that, in this rgamomen have the right to
exercise control over and decide freely and resipbp®on matters related to
their sexuality, including their sexual and reprotive health, free of coercion,
discrimination and violence;

25. Calls upon all Governments, the international donor community
and relevant entities of the United Nations systemprioritize programmes
addressing the specific needs of women and girdatiqularly those most
vulnerable and at risk, in the HIV response antdblee measures to ensure that
resources commensurate with the impact of HIV ald$\on women and girls
are made available, in particular in funding praddto national HIV and
AIDS programmes designed to promote and protect hhenan rights of
women and girls in the context of the epidemic, goomote economic
opportunities for women, including to diminish thdinancial vulnerability
and their risk of exposure to HIV, and to achietie gender-related goals set
out, inter alia, in the Declaration of Commitment BIV/AIDS and the 2006
and 2011 Political Declarations on HIV/AIDS;

26. Urges Governments, the donor community and relevanttiestiof
the United Nations system to support the developgmein capacities of
women’s organizations for HIV and AIDS programmevd®pment and
implementation and to streamline funding proceduaesl requirements that
will facilitate resource flows to community-levediwices;

27. Calls upon Governments to integrate HIV prevention, treatment
care and support, including confidential voluntaigunselling and testing and
elimination of mother-to-child/vertical transmisaiowith other primary health-
care services, including those for tuberculosis a&edual and reproductive
health-care services such as family planning, nmaienealth and prevention and
treatment of sexually transmitted infections, irdihg those causing infertility
and cervical cancer, and encourages Governmenssritce towards universal
health coverage, meeting the needs of women ansl lgirng with HIV;

28. Encourages the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and
its co-sponsors, bilateral and multilateral donared intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to intensify theipgort to empower women
and girls, and engage men and boys, and prevent idf¥ction through
measures to ensure promotion and effective impleéatem of combination
prevention and to give urgent and priority attentto the situation of women
and girls;

29. Requests the Secretariat and co-sponsors of the Joint UWdnite
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and other United Mas agencies, funds
and programmes responding to the HIV and AIDS epide as well as the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malasiad other international
organizations, to mainstream a gender and humartsigperspective
throughout their HIV- and AIDS-related operatioins;luding policy, planning,
monitoring and evaluation, that includes sex- ande-disaggregated
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indicators, and to ensure that programmes and igsliare developed and
adequately resourced to address the specific neledsmen and girls;

30. Encourages the United Nations to continue to support national
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms in the contekithe “three ones”
principles, to enable the production and dissenamabf comprehensive and
timely information on the gender dimension of theidemic, including
through the collection of data disaggregated by, sege, disability, marital
status and geographical location, and to raise emess about the need to
address the critical intersection between gendequality and HIV and AIDS,
and encourages Member States to report on the apteindicators for the
global AIDS response progress reporting system;

31. Sresses the importance of Governments, the Joint UniteditNes
Programme on HIV/AIDS and other United Nations dpbred agencies,
funds and programmes developing and implementimgtesjies to improve
infant HIV diagnosis, including through access iaghostics at point of care,
significantly increasing and improving access teatment for children and
adolescents living with HIV, including access toophylaxis and treatments
for opportunistic infections, and promoting a smotrtansition from paediatric
to adult treatment and related support and seryiasle taking into account
the need to put in place programmes focused onveigtig services to
HIV-negative children born to women living with HI\@s they are still at high
risk of morbidity and mortality;

32. Encourages Member States to work in partnership with the Gllob
Coalition on Women and AIDS, convened by the Joumited Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS and its partners, so as tobiliwe and support a
wide range of national actors, including women'ouyps and networks of
women living with HIV, in order to ensure that maial HIV and AIDS
programmes are better able to respond to the dpewkds and vulnerabilities
of women, girls and adolescents;

33. Welcomes the Global Plan towards the Elimination of New HIV
Infections among Children by 2015 and Keeping théathers Alive and takes
note of the Secretary-General’s Every Woman, Ev@emyid initiative, as well
as national, regional and international initiativesntributing to reduction of
the number of maternal, newborn and under-five cchdleaths, and urges
Governments to rapidly scale up access to HIV pnd#ea and treatment
programmes integrated with family planning and maa¢ and child health
programmes designed to eliminate mother-to-childigal transmission of
HIV and reduce HIV-related maternal mortality by p@r cent by 2015, to
encourage men to participate with women in suchgmmmes, address
barriers faced by women and girls in accessing quolgrammes and provide
sustained treatment and care for the mother aftegmancy, including care and
support for the family;

34. Expresses concern that the majority of new HIV infections in women
occur in marriage or long-term relationships, amtaurages the design and
implementation of programmes, including awarenessing programmes, to
encourage and enable men, including young mendaptasafe, non-coercive
and responsible sexual and reproductive behavindrta use effective methods
to prevent the transmission of HIV and other sekuabnsmitted infections;
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35. Sresses the importance of Governments in ensuring thatngpmen
and women have access to information and educaitieiyding peer education
and youth-specific HIV prevention education, indlugl comprehensive
evidence-based education for human sexuality, basedull and accurate
information, for all adolescents and youth, in anmar consistent with their
evolving capacities, with the appropriate directimmd guidance from parents
and legal guardians, with the involvement of chéldr adolescents, youth,
communities, educators and health-care providehat tbuilds informed
decision-making, communication and risk reductiokills, develops self-
esteem and promotes respectful relationships, dlsaseservices necessary for
behaviour change, so as to enable them to devédledifie skills required to
reduce their vulnerability to HIV infections andpreductive ill health;

36. Urges Governments, employers’ and workers’ organizatiami
other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, t@ taleasures in and through
workplaces to prevent and reduce the transmissifolll¥ and alleviate its
impact by ensuring gender equality and the empowatmof women,
including ensuring actions to prevent and prohihaience, discrimination and
harassment in the workplace, in line with the Reomndation concerning
HIV and AIDS and the World of Work, 2010 (No. 20®f the International
Labour Organization, and facilitate provision ofri@nt information on HIV
and AIDS through employment programmes and servaed in vocational
training, especially for youth;

37. Encourages Governments and all other relevant actors, in the
context of prevention programmes for HIV and otlsexually transmitted
infections, to ensure accessible and affordablecymoment of safe and
effective prevention commodities and to promotedimg, both domestically
and externally, and to support and expedite actidanted research leading to
affordable, safe and effective methods controllgdwmomen to prevent HIV
and other sexually transmitted infections, incluginhe use of female
condoms, microbicides and vaccines, and researc$trategies that empower
women to protect themselves from sexually trangsditinfections, including
HIV, and methods of care, support and treatmentwomen of various ages,
and to promote their involvement in all aspectsoth research, as well as to
ensure that gender-equality implications are a keynponent of research,
implementation and evaluation of new prevention hoes and that new
prevention methods are part of a comprehensive cgmbr to HIV prevention
that protects and supports the rights of womengind;

38. Urges Governments to continue to promote the participatind the
significant contribution of people living with HIVWoung people and civil
society actors, in particular women'’s organizatioimsaddressing the problem
of HIV and AIDS in all its aspects, including protity a gender perspective,
and to promote their full involvement and partidipa and leadership in the
design, planning, implementation and evaluation HifV and AIDS
programmes, as well as in creating an enabling renment for combating
stigmatization and discrimination;

39. Welcomes the financial contributions made to date to theolsall
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, whisha pivotal mechanism
for achieving universal access to prevention, trestt, care and support by
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2015, and urges further contributions to sustaie@ @Global Fund, and calls
upon all countries to encourage the private set@ontribute to the Fund;

40. Sresses the importance of building up national competerared
capacity to provide an assessment of the driveds iarpact of the epidemic,
which should be used in planning for comprehensii®¥ and AIDS prevention,
treatment, care and support and for mitigatingithpact of HIV and AIDS;

41. Calls upon Governments, the international community, relevant
agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nati@ystem and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatido intensify their
support of national efforts against HIV/AIDS, panlarly with respect to
women and young girls, including efforts to provid#ordable antiretroviral
drugs, diagnostics and drugs to treat tubercul@sid other opportunistic
infections, strengthening of health systems anthiimg of medical personnel,
including reliable distribution and delivery systgmimplementation of a
strong generic drug policy, bulk purchasing, negtiig with pharmaceutical
companies to reduce prices, appropriate financiygtesns, and encouraging
local manufacturing and import practices consistesth national laws and
international agreements, particularly in the wehgtregions in Africa and
where the epidemic is severely setting back natideaelopment gains;

42. Urges the international community to complement and depent,
through increased international development assigta efforts of the
developing countries that commit increased natidoals to fighting the HIV
and AIDS epidemic, and especially to address thedeeof women and girls
around the world, in particular in those countniesst affected by the HIV and
AIDS epidemic, particularly in Africa, especiallyls-Saharan Africa, and in
the Caribbean and in regions and countries whekéikdidence is increasing;

43. Recommends that a bold vision for addressing the HIV epidemic
including the situation of women and girls livindgttvand affected by HIV and
AIDS, be given due consideration in the elaboratioh the post-2015
development agenda;

44. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to then@assion
on the Status of Women at its sixtieth session loa implementation of the
present resolution, with an emphasis on accelerattins taken in regard to
women, the girl child and HIV and AIDS, in accord@nwith the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action and the Prognaen of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepin and the Political
Declarations on HIV and AIDS, using information pided by Member States,
the organizations and bodies of the United Natiosgstem and
non-governmental organizations, with a view to ass®y the impact of the
present resolution on the well-being of women amal girl child.

Decision58/101
Documents considered by the Commission on the Stawf Womert

At its 17th meeting, on 21 March, the Commissam the Status of Women

decided to take note of the following documents:

* For the discussion, see chap. Il, para. 107 @map. |V, para. 112.
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Under agenda item 3

Report of the Under-Secretary-General/ExecutiveeBtior of the United Nations
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment obrdén on the normative
aspects of the work of the United Nations Entity 6ender Equality and the
Empowerment of Womefa?

Report of the Secretary-General on the challenged achievements in the
implementation of the Millennium Development Go&ds women and girl$8

Report of the Secretary-General on the progressmiminstreaming a gender
perspective in the development, implementation andluation of national policies
and programmes, with a particular focus on chaleengnd achievements in the
implementation of the Millennium Development Go&ds women and girl$2

Note by the Secretariat containing a discussiordgudor the high-level round table
on the challenges and achievements in the impleatiomt of the Millennium
Development Goals for women and giffs;

Report of the Secretary-General on the situatiorand assistance to Palestinian
women#t

Report of the Secretary-General on the release ofm&n and children taken
hostage, including those subsequently imprisone@rimed conflictst?2

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the repb the United Nations Entity
for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Womerntanactivities of the United
Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Elimied/iolence against Womet?,

Report of the Secretary-General on actions to gfitean linkages between gender
equality and the empowerment of women and girlsd @he elimination of
preventable maternal mortality and morbidfty;

Report of the Secretary-General on women, thedfiild and HIV and AIDS$?#5

Report of the Secretary-General on gender equatity the empowerment of women
in natural disasters$

Report of the Secretary-General on ways and meafsrther enhance the impact of
the work of the Commission on the Status of Womén;

Note by the Secretary-General on the proposedegii@atframework for the period
2016-2017: Programme 14, Gender equality and empuoeet of womerts

37 E/CN.6/2014/2.

38 E/CN.6/2014/3.

39 E/CN.6/2014/4.

40 E/CN.6/2014/5.

41 E/CN.6/2014/6.

42 E/CN.6/2014/7.

43 A/HRC/26/17-E/CN.6/2014/8.
44 E/CN.6/2014/11.

45 E/CN.6/2014/12.

46 E/CN.6/2014/13.

47 E/CN.6/2014/14.

48 E/CN.6/2014/CRP.3.
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Under agenda item 5
Letter dated 20 December 2013 from the Presidenthef Economic and Social
Council to the Chair of the Commission on the StatfiWomen?®

Note by the Secretariat on the implementation oh&al Assembly resolutio68/1
on the strengthening of the Economic and Socialr€dp°

49 E/CN.6/2014/9.
50 E/CN.6/2014/10.
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Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Womerand
to the twenty-third special session of the Generd&lssembly,
entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, developmerdnd
peace for the twenty-first century”

6. The Commission considered item 3 of its agendisa2nd to 13th meetings,
from 10 to 18 March 2014, and at its 15th to 17teetings, on 20 and 21 March
2014. It held general discussions at its 2nd, 4&th, 8th, 10th, 11th and 15th
meetings. It had before it the following documents:

(a) Report of the Under-Secretary-General/Exeeuirector of the United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowentn of Women on the
normative aspects of the work of the United Nati&@mity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Womet(CN.6/2014/2;

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the chgksnand achievements in
the implementation of the Millennium Development & for women and girls
(E/CN.6/2014/3;

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the progris mainstreaming a
gender perspective into the development, implenteortaand evaluation of national
policies and programmes, with a particular focuscballenges and achievements in
the implementation of the Millennium Development & for women and girls
(E/CN.6/2014/%;

(d) Note by the Secretariat containing a discusgiaide for the high-level
round table on the challenges and achievementsh@ ilmplementation of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and giflSCN.6/2014/%;

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on the sitiathf and assistance to
Palestinian womenH/CN.6/2014/6;

() Report of the Secretary-General on the releasevomen and children
taken hostage, including those subsequently impado in armed conflicts
(E/CN.6/2014/7,

(9) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting tle@ort of the United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowentn of Women on the
activities of the United Nations Trust Fund in Soppof Actions to Eliminate
Violence against WomerA(HRC/26/17-E/CN.6/2014/8

(h) Letter dated 20 December 2013 from the Pregidé the Economic and
Social Council to the Chair of the Commission one tiB8tatus of Women
(E/CN.6/2014/9;

(i) Note by the Secretariat on the implementatioh General Assembly
resolution 68/1 on the strengthening of the Economic and Socialur@d
(E/CN.6/2014/1);

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on the actitmsstrengthen linkages
between gender equality and the empowerment of woraed girls, and the
elimination of preventable maternal mortality andrimdity (E/CN.6/2014/1);
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(k) Report of the Secretary-General on women, dghré child and HIV and
AIDS (E/CN.6/2014/1%,

()  Report of the Secretary-General on gender #&tuaand the
empowerment of women in natural disastéf8QN.6/2014/13,

(m) Report of the Secretary-General on ways andnaeo further enhance
the impact of the work of the Commission on the t@®a of Women
(E/CN.6/2014/1%;

(n) Note by the secretariat on the results of fify-fourth, fifty-fifth and
fifty-sixth sessions of the Committee on the Elimiion of Discrimination against
Women E/CN.6/2014/CRP.JL

(o) Note by the Secretary-General on the proposteategic framework for
the period 2016-2017; Programme 14, Gender equatityempowerment of women
(E/CN.6/2014/CRP.B

(p) Note by the SecretariaE{CN.6/2014/CRP.}

(q) Statements submitted by non-governmental degdions in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Coun&IEGN.6/2014/NGO/1-174

7. At the 2nd meeting, on 10 March, the Secretaen&al of the United Nations
addressed the Commission.

8. At the same meeting, introductory statementsewarade by the Under-
Secretary-General for Gender Equality and the Emgrovent of Women and
Executive Director of UN-Women; and the Chair ofetifCommittee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

9. Also at the same meeting, statements were mgdéeérepresentatives of the
Dominican Republic (on behalf of the Council of N&ters for Women in Central
America), Indonesia (on behalf of the AssociatidnSoutheast Asian Nations), the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Gambia.

10. Also at the 2nd meeting, statements were maylehle observers for the
Plurinational State of Bolivia (on behalf of the dsip of 77 and China), Guinea-
Bissau (on behalf of the Group of African State§reece (on behalf of the
European Union, Albania, Armenia, and Bosnia andzdgovina, Croatia, Georgia,
Montenegro, the Republic of Moldova, Serbia and djke), Costa Rica (on behalf
of the Community of Latin American and Caribbeamat8s), Guyana (on behalf of
the Caribbean Community), Malawi (on behalf of th®outhern African
Development Community), the Bolivarian Republic\égnezuela (on behalf of the
Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR)), Guinea (on lfebfathe Organization
of the Islamic Conference) and Poland.

11. At the 2nd meeting, on the proposal of the €hthie Commission agreed that
the Chair's summary of the discussion of the highel round table
(E/CN.6/2014/INF/251 and the Moderators’ summaries of the panel disonss
(E/CN.6/2014/INF/3 E/CN.6/2014/INF/4 E/CN.6/2014/INF/5 E/CN.6/2014/INF/6
and E/CN.6/2014/INF/J°* would be referred to in the report of the fiftyghth
session.
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12. At the 4th meeting, on 11 March, statementsewaade by the representatives
of Finland, Spain, the Republic of Korea, Ugandae Dominican Republic, the
Netherlands, Japan, Jamaica, Lesotho and the UBitstgs of America.

13. At the same meeting, statements were also rhgdbe observers for Kiribati
(on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum), Moroc&oance, Nigeria, Mexico, Ghana,
Mali, the Bahamas, Samoa, Zambia, New Zealand, ISdfrica, Azerbaijan,
Iceland, Luxembourg, Egypt, Afghanistan and Slogeni

14. At the 5th meeting, on 11 March, statementsewarade by the Special
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causéscamsequences, and the Chair
of the Non-Governmental Organization Committee lo@ $tatus of Women.

15. At the same meeting, statements were made ey rdpresentatives of
Malaysia, Niger, Indonesia, Thailand, Georgia, Artiea, the Philippines and Cuba.

16. Also at the same meeting, statements were wlade by the observers for
Mozambique, the United Kingdom of Great Britain addrthern Ireland, Ethiopia,
Benin, Nicaragua, Canada, Senegal, Saint Kitts dwevis, Australia, the
Plurinational State of Bolivia, Sweden, Haiti, Camen, Kuwait, Denmark, Eritrea,
Togo, Sierra Leone, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Norwaykey, Costa Rica, Latvia,
Lithuania, Portugal, Tunisia, Italy, Seychelles, ethUnited Arab Emirates,
Kyrgyzstan, the Lao People’s Democratic RepublieruPand Cambodia.

17. Also at the 5th meeting, the observer for thates of Palestine made a
statement.

18. At the 6th meeting, on 12 March, an opening radsl was made by the
President of the Economic and Social Council (Aagtr

19. At the 8th meeting, on 13 March, statementsewaade by the representatives
of Paraguay, Liberia, the Democratic Republic oé tBongo, Burkina Faso, the
Sudan, Zimbabwe, Brazil, Mongolia, Switzerland dhakistan.

20. At the same meeting, statements were made &dybservers for the Congo,
Fiji (on behalf of the Pacific Small Island Develog States), the Czech Republic,
Mauritania, Albania, Burundi, Rwanda, Kazakhstanald#i, Angola, Kenya,
Guinea, Tonga, Co6te d’'lvoire, Equatorial Guinea,e&re, Bahrain, the Marshall
Islands and Suriname.

21. At the 10th meeting, on 17 March, statementsrewanade by the
representatives of El Salvador, Uruguay, Swazildastonia, Belgium, Bangladesh,
Libya and Ecuador.

22. At the same meeting, statements were also nadéhe observers for the
United Republic of Tanzania, Namibia, Panama, M&ausj the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago, India, the Syrkrab Republic, Viet Nam,
Croatia, Singapore, Myanmar, Malta, Fiji, Qatarvalu, Sri Lanka, Montenegro,
Botswana, Gabon and the Maldives.

23. Also at the same meeting, the observer for3figan Arab Republic made a
statement in the exercise of the right of reply.

24. At the 11th meeting, on 17 March, statementsrewanade by the
representatives of Belarus, China, Germany andRiingsian Federation.
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25. At the same meeting, statements were also magdethe observers for
Colombia, Nepal, Timor-Leste, Algeria, Chile, Sauliabia, Honduras, Iraq, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Solonslands, Antigua and Barbuda,
Armenia, Liechtenstein and Ukraine.

26. Also at the same meeting, the observer foHbl See made a statement.

27. At the 11th meeting, the observers for the rhRtarliamentary Union, the
International Association of Economic and SocialuBoils and Similar Institutions,
the International Olympic Committee, the Internatb Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies, the Sovereign Military @roeMalta, the African Union
and the League of Arab States made statements.

28. Also at the 11th meeting, the representativeshe United Nations Human
Settlements Programme, the Economic Commissiodfidca (also on behalf of the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the ifRgacthe Economic
Commission for Europe, the Economic Commission f@tin America and the
Caribbean and the Economic and Social Commissian\estern Asia), and the
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS8)ade statements.

29. At the same meeting, the observer for Amnestyterhational, a
non-governmental organization, also made a statemen

30. Also at the 11th meeting, the representativeslapan and China and the
observers for the Democratic People’s Republic afrdéd and the Syrian Arab
Republic made statements in the exercise of thet f reply.

31. At the 15th meeting, on 20 March, the obserfer Tajikistan made a
statement.

32. At the same meeting, the representative ofitiernational Development Law
Organization also made a statement.

33. Also at the same meeting, the observers offtflewing non-governmental
organizations made statements: Asia Pacific Forum \Women, Law and
Development; Center for Women'’s Global Leadershig Association for Women'’s
Rights in Development; Coalition against Trafficginn Women; Equality Now;
Federatie van Nederlandse Verenigingen tot Intégrdan Homoseksualiteit-COC
Nederland; Federation for Women and Family Plannirkeminist Majority
Foundation; Femmes Afrique solidarité; HelpAge Inggional; Human Rights
Now; Indian Law Resource Centre; International Fatien of University Women;
International PEN; International Trade Union Cordeation; International Women'’s
Health Coalition; IPAS; Presbyterian Church USAicBting Rutgers WPF; Women
for Human Rights, Single Women Group; Women's Globdetwork for
Reproductive Rights; World Association of Girl Ge& and Girl Scouts;
International Association of Democratic LawyersdaRed de Salud de las Mujeres
Latinoamericanas y del Caribe.
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Agenda item 3 (a) (i)

Implementation of strategic objectives and actionn critical areas
of concern and further actions and initiatives: priority theme:
challenges and achievements in the implementatiorf the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girls

High-level round table

34. At its 3rd meeting, on 10 March, the Commissi@hd a high-level round table
in two parallel meetings on the priority theme “dbages and achievements in the
implementation of the Millennium Development Go&ds women and girls”.

High-level round table A

35. High-level round table A was chaired by the Cld the Commission, Libran
Cabactulan (Philippines), who made an opening statd.

36. The following delegations participated in theterractive dialogue: Italy,
Australia, Finland, Republic of Korea, Slovenia, ekzaijan, United States of
America, Uganda, Portugal, Mozambique, SwitzerlaBambia, Brazil, Mongolia,
Argentina, Norway, Indonesia, Paraguay, Nigeriajlippines, Panama, Solomon
Islands, Cuba and El Salvador.

37. The observer for the European Union also pipaied.

38. The Chair of the Working Group on Discriminatiagainst Women, Frances
Raday, and the Deputy Executive Director of UN-Wamkakshmi Puri, responded
to the questions and comments from delegationssamdmarized the key points of
the discussion.

High-level round table B

39. The Commission held a high-level round tableigdd by the Vice-Chair of the
Commission, Carlos Enriquez Garcia Gonzalez (EV&idr).

40. The following delegations participated in th&eractive dialogue: Turkey,
Malaysia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Peru, Eritré&dew Zealand, Costa Rica, Egypt,
Greece, Nicaragua, Mexico, Tunisia, Morocco, BugkiRaso, Pakistan, Samoa,
Spain, Denmark, China, Sudan, Plurinational StétBaivia and Sweden.

41. The Special Adviser to the Secretary-General post-2015 Development
Planning, Amina Mohammed, and Gita Sen, of DevelepmAlternatives with

Women for a New Era, responded to the questionscamiments from delegations
and summarized the key points of the discussion.

42. The Vice-Chair of the Commission (El Salvadmdde concluding remarks.

See the Chair’'s summary of the round-table désion E/CN.6/2014/INF/2, available from the
website of the Commission.
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Panel discussion
Panel 1*

43. At its 6th meeting, on 12 March, the Commissheid a panel discussion on
the priority theme, “Challenges and achievementstia implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girleipderated by the Vice-Chair
of the Commission, Christine Low (Switzerland).

44. Presentations were made by Chrispine Gwalav&itmnde, Senior Policy
Adviser, IPAS, Malawi; Ursula Schéafer-Preuss, Ch#&ilobal Water Partnership,
Stockholm; Radhika Balakrishnan, Executive Direct@enter for Women's Global
Leadership, and Professor, Women’s and Gender &udRutgers University, New
Jersey; Virginia Gomes, Senior Social Policy AdvisMinistry of Solidarity,

Employment and Social Security, Portugal; and Isabetiz, Director, Social

Protection Department, International Labour Orgatin.

45. The Commission then engaged in an interactigsbodue with the panellists, in
which the following delegations participated: Chifhilippines, Indonesia, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Finland, Switzerland, Republic Kérea, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Dominican Republic, Gambia and Ecuador.

46. The observers for Canada, Nigeria, South Afribea Czech Republic, Panama,
the Maldives, Mexico and Egypt also participated.

47. The observer for the European Union also pigaied.

48. The observers for the following non-governmentganizations also
participated in the dialogue: International Resdlemmittee and International
Trade Union Confederation.

Panel 2**

49. At its 7th meeting, on 12 March, the Commissieid a panel discussion on
the priority theme, “Challenges and achievementstia implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girlstyith a focus on
accountability and participation of women and gimsthe implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals, moderated by the V@&kair of the Commission,
Neli Shiolashvili (Georgia).

50. Presentations were made by Lourdes Bandeireg-Minister, Secretariat of
Women Policies of the Presidency of Brazil; Urmasef Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Estonia; Carolyn Sobritchea, Professoriacturer, Asian Center of the
University of the Philippines; Salina Sanou, HeddPolicy and Advocacy, Agency
for Cooperation and Research in Development; andril&ohonen Sheriff, Deputy
Director, New York Office of the Office of the Umitl Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights.

51. The Commission then engaged in an interactisbbdue with the panellists, in
which the following delegations participated: ChinaGermany, Indonesia,

*%

See the moderator’s summary of the panel disicus(E/CN.6/2014/INF/6), available from the
website of the Commission.
See the moderator’s summary of the panel déston (E/CN.6/2014/INF/3), available from the
website of the Commission.
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Switzerland, Niger, Uganda, Cuba, El Salvador, f8taRepublic of Iran, Burkina
Faso, Dominican Republic and Finland.

52. The observers for South Africa, Samoa, Angdlarkey, the Czech Republic,
Timor-Leste, Nigeria and Somalia also participated.

53. The observer for the European Union also pipaied.

54. The observers for the following non-governméntaganizations also
participated in the dialogue: National Alliance\Mbmen’s Organization; the United
Cities and Local Governments; and the Human Riglatgocate.

Panel discussion under agenda item 3 (a) (ii)

Implementation of strategic objectives and actionn critical areas
of concern and further actions and initiatives: acess and
participation of women and girls in education, traning, science
and technology, including for the promotion of wome’s equal
access to full employment and decent work

55. At its 12th meeting, on 18 March, the Commissheld a panel discussion on
the review theme, “Access and participation of womand girls in education,
training, science and technology, including for tbemotion of women’s equal
access to full employment and decent work”, in segments.

56. The first segment focused on women and girlssaience, technology,
engineering and math education, and was moderatedhé Vice-Chair of the
Commission, Carlos Enriquez Garcia Gonzéalez (Ev&hdr).*

57. A keynote address was delivered by Gloria BonBérector, Gender, Society
and Policies Area, Latin American Graduate Schddbacial Sciences, Argentina.

58. Presentations were made by Njideka Harry, Eergi and Chief Executive
Officer, Youth for Technology Foundation; Leigh AridelLyser, computer science
education consultant, New York City Department aduEation; and Luna Ruiz,
student, Academy of Software Engineering.

59. The Commission then engaged in an interactimbbdue with the panellists, in
which the following delegations participated: Ppgines, Finland, Japan,
Switzerland, Indonesia, Sudan, Uganda, Ecuador, WEmmPakistan, Islamic
Republic of Iran and El Salvador.

60. The observers for Italy, Kuwait, Panama, thététhArab Emirates, Tajikistan,
Belarus, the United Republic of Tanzania and Sehedso participated.

61. The observer for the European Union also pipaied.

62. The observer for Education International, a -gonernmental organization,
also participated.

See the moderator’s summary of the panel discug&E6@N.6/2014/INF/J, available from the
website of the Commission.
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63. Saniye Gullser Corat, Director, Division for @en Equality, Office of the
Director-General, United Nations Educational, S¢igmand Cultural Organization,
summarized the discussion.

64. The second segment focused on women in scigecénology, engineering
and math employment, and was moderated by the Uitair of the Commission,
Neli Shiolashvili (Georgia).*

65. Presentations were made by MHind Alowais, Cellng United Arab
Emirates, on behalf of Lamya Fawwaz, Executive Dioe of Public Affairs,
Masdar Institute of Science and Technology; anddao&chiebinger, John L. Hinds
Professor of the History of Science, Stanford Unsity.

66. The Commission then engaged in an interactisbbdue with the panellists, in
which the following delegations participated: Pa&is Burkina Faso, Philippines,
Finland, Republic of Korea, Switzerland and Uganda.

67. The observers for Senegal, Italy, Colombia, a¥ig and the Syrian Arab
Republic also participated.

68. The observer for the European Union also pipdied.

69. The observer for Mujer para la Mujer, a non-gmymental organization, also
participated.

70. The Deputy Executive Director of the United ias Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women, Lakshmi Pwummarized the
discussion.

Panel discussion under agenda item 3 (b)

Emerging issues, trends and new approaches to uss affecting the
situation of women or equality between women and nme women’s
access to productive resources

71. At its 9th meeting, on 13 March, the Commissimid a panel discussion on
“Emerging issues, trends and new approaches tceesssiffecting the situation of
women or equality between women and men: women'sesg to productive
resources”, moderated by the Vice-Chair of the Cassion, Mohamed Elbahi
(Sudan).

72. Presentations were made by Magdalena Sepulv€damona, Special
Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on extrenoepty and human rights;
Mariam Gabala Dao, Regional Manager for West Afri@akocredit; Victoria Tauli-
Corpuz, Founder and Executive Director, Tebtebbaxdijenous Peoples’
International Centre for Policy Research and Edocgt Philippines; and Martha
“Pati” Ruiz Corzo, Founder and Director, Sierra @arEcological Group.

*%
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See the moderator’s summary of the panel disicus(E/CN.6/2014/INF/5), available from the
website of the Commission.

See the moderator’s summary of the panel déstons (E/CN.6/2014/INF/4), available from the
website of the Commission.
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73. The Commission then engaged in an interactimbbdue with the panellists in
which the following delegations participated: Switland, Sudan, Finland,
Malaysia, Uganda, Indonesia, Philippines, Cuba,n@hilslamic Republic of Iran
and Ecuador.

74. The observers for Mexico, Iraq, Costa Ricalylt&ritrea, Nigeria, Sweden,
Cameroon, Zambia, Kuwait, Morocco, Botswana, Santba,Solomon Islands and
the United Republic of Tanzania also participated.

75. The observers for the European Union and then&Bmic Community of West
African States also participated.

76. The observers for the following non-governméntaganizations also
participated in the dialogue: International Asstioa of Women in Radio and
Television and Public Services International.

Action taken by the Commission

Release of women and children taken hostage, imding those subsequently
imprisoned, in armed conflicts

77. At the 15th meeting, on 20 March, the obseffeerAzerbaijan, also on behalf
of Belarus and Georgia, introduced a draft resolutentitled “Release of women
and children taken hostage, including those subeseiy imprisoned, in armed
conflicts” (E/CN.6/2014/L.3.

78. At the 16th meeting, on 21 March, the obserf@r Azerbaijan made a
statement and announced that Argentina, Armenia @odkey had joined in
sponsoring the draft resolution. Subsequently, theted States of America also
joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

79. At the same meeting, the Commission was infarnteat the draft resolution
had no programme budget implications.

80. Also at the same meeting, the Commission adbpite draft resolution (see
chap. I, sect. D, resolutioss/1).

Gender equality and the empowerment of women inatural disasters

81. At the 15th meeting, on 20 March, the represgwe of Japan, also on behalf
of Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Bstia, Germany, Greece, Haiti,
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the NethedgnNew Zealand, Palau,
Panama, Peru, Poland, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Switzdrland the United States of
America, introduced a draft resolution entitled ‘f@er equality and the
empowerment of women in natural disaster&/GN.6/2014/L.4. Subsequently,
Croatia, El Salvador, Guatemala and Indonesia pbie sponsoring the draft
resolution.

82. At the 16th meeting, on 21 March, the represéwnt of Japan made a
statement and announced that Antigua and Barbudatralia, Austria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Cyprus, the Czech Républenmark, the Dominican
Republic, Finland, France, the Gambia, Georgia, dHHoas, Hungary, India, Ireland,
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, the Lao People’srmocratic Republic, Liberia,
Malta, the Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mongolia, Menegro, Mozambique,
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Myanmar, Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines, Portugéhe Republic of Korea,
Romania, Samoa, Slovakia, Slovenia, South AfricpaiB, Sweden, Thailand,
Tonga, Turkey, Tuvalu, the United Kingdom of Gré&aitain and Northern Ireland
and Uruguay had joined in sponsoring the draft hetsmn. Subsequently, Benin,
Burundi, Saint Kitts and Nevis and Uganda also ¢dinin sponsoring the draft
resolution.

83. At the same meeting, the Commission was infarnteat the draft resolution
contained no programme budget implications.

84. Also at the same meeting, the Commission adbpite draft resolution (see
chap. I, sect. D, resolutios8/2).

Women, the girl child and HIV and AIDS

85. At the 15th meeting, on 20 March, the obserfeerMalawi, on behalf of the
States Members of the United Nations that are memloé the Southern African
Development Community, introduced a draft resolatientitied “Women, the girl
child and HIV and AIDS” E/CN.6/2014/L.%, which read:

The Commission on the Satus of Women,

Reaffirming the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Actionhet
outcome documents of the twenty-third special sessof the General
Assembly, the Programme of Action of the Internatib Conference on
Population and Development, the 2001 Declaration Gdmmitment on
HIV/AIDS, the 2006 Political Declaration on HIV/AI®, the 2011 Political
Declaration on HIV and AIDS: Intensifying Our Eftsrto Eliminate HIV and
AIDS, the HIV and AIDS-related goals contained inet United Nations
Millennium Declaration and the Millennium DevelopnieGoals, in particular
the resolve of Member States to have halted, by52@hd begun to reverse,
the spread of HIV, as well as the commitments ol ldhd AIDS made at the
2005 World Summit, the High-level Plenary Meetinfgtbe sixty-fifth session
of the General Assembly on the Millennium Develominé&oals, the 2013
special event to follow up efforts made towards iacing the Millennium
Development Goals and the United Nations Conferewmee Sustainable
Development,

Welcoming the leadership and commitment shown in every dspethe
HIV and AIDS response by Governments, people livvith HIV, political and
community leaders, parliaments, regional and subred organizations,
communities, families, faith-based organizations,ciestists, health
professionals, donors, the philanthropic communitgrkforces, the business
sector, civil society and the media, including #ican Union Roadmap on
Shared Responsibility and Global Solidarity for AD Tuberculosis and
Malaria Response in Africa,

Reaffirming that prevention, treatment, care and support &ppe living
with and affected by HIV and AIDS are mutually rircing elements of an
effective response that must be integrated intmmprehensive approach to
end the epidemic, and recognizing the need to enthe respect, promotion,
protection and fulfilment of human rights in thentcext of HIV and AIDS,
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Reaffirming also the need to eradicate poverty, which can contebtat
the vulnerability of women and girls to HIV infeoti and aggravate the impact
of the epidemic by depleting resources and inconiesteby contributing to
inadequate food and nutrition, which leads to pweatment outcomes, and to
impoverishment owing to loss of income and increlabealth expenditures,
and endangers the survival of present and futureiggions,

Noting with concern that violence against women and girls, including
harmful practices, are among the contributory fecto the spread of HIV, and
further noting with appreciation the Secretary-Gmatie 2008-2015 campaign
“UNITE to End Violence against Women”,

Recognizing that populations destabilized by armed conflict,
humanitarian emergencies and natural disasterfudimg refugees, internally
displaced persons and, in particular, women antticdn, are at increased risk
of HIV infection,

Concerned that women and girls with disabilities face incsed
vulnerability to HIV as a result of, inter alia, dgal, social and economic
inequalities, sexual and gender-based violencegridignation and violations
of their rights,

Concerned also that the global HIV and AIDS epidemic
disproportionately affects women and girls and f@ioes gender inequalities,
that the majority of new HIV infections in young gude aged 15 to 19 years
occur among girls, and also concerned that womed gitls bear the
disproportionate burden of caring for and suppartpeople living with and
affected by HIV, and that they become more vulnkrab poverty as a result
of the epidemic,

Concerned further that women and girls are physiologically more
vulnerable to HIV than men and boys, especiallpamtearly age, and that this
vulnerability is increased by their unequal lega¢onomic and social status,
including poverty as well as other negative cultuiectors, violence against
women, girls and adolescents, child, early andddrmarriage, premature and
coerced sexual relations, sexual exploitation idolg commercial sexual
exploitation, female genital mutilation and otherimful practices,

Noting with alarm the rise in the incidence of HIV among people who
inject drugs and that, despite continuing increasdfbrts by all relevant
stakeholders, the drug problem continues to camstita serious threat to,
among other things, public health and safety aredwell-being of humanity,
in particular women and girls and their familiesidarecognizing that much
more needs to be done to effectively combat theldvdrug problem,

Deeply concerned that there are women, including young women, livin
with HIV who would like to space or limit pregnandut are currently not
using an effective method of contraception owing limited access to
voluntary family planning services and a broad mangf contraceptive
methods,

Noting with concern the increased vulnerability to HIV faced by sex
workers, especially women sex workers, who are 1Bnes more likely to be
living with HIV than other women worldwide, and tetiates the importance of
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addressing gender-based violence faced by sex we®rgad ensuring their
equal access to prevention, treatment, care angostipas part of national
responses to HIV and AIDS,

Concerned that HIV infection rates are higher among younge,
especially young and married women, who do notsfinprimary school as
among those who do,

Concerned also that women and young women have unequal access to

health resources, including sexual and reproductigalth-care services, for
the prevention of HIV infection and treatment ofdanare and support for
people living with and affected by HIV and AIDS,

Noting with concern that regulations, policies and practices, inclygdin
those that limit legitimate trade of generic med&s, may seriously limit
access to affordable HIV treatment and other phaeutcal products in low-
and middle-income countries, and recognizing thaiprovements can be
made, inter alia through national legislation, rigory policy and supply
chain management, and noting that reductions inridxar to affordable
products could be explored in order to expand axd¢esaffordable and good
qguality HIV prevention products, diagnostics, med& and treatment
commodities for HIV, including opportunistic inféehs and co-infections,

Sressing that the HIV and AIDS epidemic, with its devastatiscale and
impact on women and girls, is often aggravated byepty, which requires
urgent action across all internationally agreed elegment goals, including
the Millennium Development Goals and the post-2@&velopment agenda in
all fields and at all levels,

Sressing also that gender equality and the political, social awdnomic
empowerment of women and girls are fundamental efgmin the reduction
of their vulnerability to HIV, and that increasedcccass to information,
prevention programmes and treatment and eliminatibiIV-related stigma,
discrimination and violence are all essential ttoe towards ending HIV and
AIDS,

Noting with concern that, despite the significant progress made in

addressing the HIV and AIDS epidemic, many cousstii@ve been unable to
fulfil their pledges to achieve their commitmentsade in the 2001 and 2006
declarations on HIV/AIDS, including those relatedwomen and girls, set to
be achieved by 2010, and emphasizing in this reghed need to continue
efforts to achieve these commitments and to aca®&eprogress towards
meeting the 2015 goals outlined in the 2011 Pditideclaration on

HIV/AIDS,

1. Reaffirms the need for Governments, supported by the relevan

actors, including civil society and the private ®ec to intensify national
efforts and international cooperation in the impé&ration of the
commitments contained in the 2001 Declaration of m@dtment on
HIV/AIDS, the 2006 Political Declaration on HIV/AI®, the 2011 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS: Intensifying Our EffortsotEliminate HIV and
AIDS, the Beijing Platform for Action and the Pr@gnme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepimtowards achieving
the vision of an AIDS-free world;
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2. Also reaffirms the commitment to achieve universal access to
comprehensive HIV prevention programmes, treatmeate and support, and
the resolve to have halted, by 2015, and beguretense, the spread of HIV,
and stresses the urgency of significantly scalipgefforts towards meeting
these goals, and in this regard looks forward te thview of the progress
towards attaining the Millennium Development Goaixl to the elaboration of
the post-2015 development framework;

3. Further reaffirms the commitment to achieve universal access to
reproductive health by 2015, as set out in the RPxogne of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepimand in Millennium
Development Goal 5, which encompasses integrating goal into strategies
to attain internationally agreed development goaisjuding those contained
in the United Nations Millennium Declaration aimed reducing maternal
mortality, improving maternal health, reducing chimortality, promoting
gender equality and empowering women, combating HIMl AIDS and
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger;

4. Sresses the need to significantly increase and coordinadétical
and financial commitment to address gender equalitgd equity in national
HIV and AIDS responses and to address HIV in thBomal gender response
by responding to the specific needs of women ami$,gincluding those living
with and affected by HIV, and urges Governmentgffectively reflect in their
national policies, strategies and budgets the gedieension of the epidemic,
in line with the time-bound goals of the 2011 PFohlt Declaration on
HIV/AIDS, as well as the goals of the Beijing Platin for Action and the
Programme of Action of the International Conference Population and
Development;

5. Urges Governments to take all necessary measures totecraa
enabling environment for the empowerment of womewl girls, including
through access to education, health, including akamd reproductive health,
social protection programmes, civil registration darother nationality
documentation and the right to property and inlaxie, as well as to
strengthen the economic independence of women, udicy through
employment and income generation policies and agias, decent work,
political participation and decision-making at #vels, and to protect and
promote the full enjoyment of all human rights aoddamental freedoms for
women and girls in order to enable them to protémemselves from HIV
infection and to mitigate the impact of the epidemi

6. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders tarenthat
national HIV strategies comprehensively target waraad girls at higher risk
of HIV infection, and to take measures to ensuratthlV services are
accessible and affordable to them,;

7. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
challenges faced by older women in accessing Hi&ention, treatment, care
and support, as well as in caring for people livimigh or affected by HIV and
AIDS, including orphaned children in vulnerableusitions;

8. Encourages Governments and other relevant stakeholders ttesca
up efforts to address the vulnerability of womerd ayirls to HIV in situations
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of armed conflict and post-conflict, humanitariamergencies and natural
disasters, including prevention of sexual and geidsed violence and
continuous provision of antiretroviral treatment;

9. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
increased vulnerability to HIV faced by women anilsggwith disabilities,
ensuring their equal access to prevention, treatmeare and support, as an
integral part of their HIV and AIDS response;

10. Emphasizes the need to strengthen policy and programme liekag
and coordination between HIV and AIDS and sexua seproductive health,
and their inclusion in national development plaasd the need to design
gender-based policies aimed at social and econenuality including poverty
reduction strategies and sector-wide approacheseravithey exist, as a
necessary strategy for fighting the HIV and AIDSd&pnic and mitigating its
impact on the population, which could result in morelevant and cost-
effective interventions with greater impact;

11. Urges Governments to strengthen initiatives that wouldrease the
capacities of women and adolescent girls to protéetmselves from HIV
infection, principally through the provision of Hdwacare services, including
for sexual and reproductive health, in accordandéh whe Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Populatisnd Development, and
that integrate HIV prevention, treatment, care aswpport and include
voluntary counselling and testing, including thrauglV prevention education
that promotes abstinence and fidelity, delay ofuséxdebut, reduction of
sexual partners, correct and consistent use of @msdand equality between
men and women within a culturally and gender-sévsitramework;

12. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
situation faced by women and girls who provide camé/or economic support
for people living with or affected by HIV and AIDSyho are often forced to
drop out of school or employment, by increasing fitevision of resources,
support and facilities to the survivors and caregsy in particular children,
especially in women and child-headed householdd, @der persons, as well
as to facilitate the balanced sharing of the priovisof care by both men and
women;

13. Urges Governments to ensure that the rights of childirerchild-
headed households, many of whom have been orpharsed result of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic, are respected and that the heafdsuch households have
full enjoyment of all the rights of the child, anal further ensure that children
in child-headed households, particularly girls,a®e the support they need to
ensure their continued attendance in school;

14. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
situation faced by children and young persons, eigily girls, who may be
forced into child labour, including the worst forr$ child labour, as a result
of death or illness of family members or caregiveand to protect these
children and young persons from violence, includgender-based violence,
sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, including conuisrsexual exploitation,
trafficking and labour exploitation;
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15. Urges Governments to take measures to integrate, idiay family
and community-based approaches in policies and raromes aimed at
providing prevention, treatment, care and supporwwvomen and girls living
with or affected by HIV and AIDS;

16. Also urges Governments to ensure, in the context of preventio
programmes for HIV and other sexually transmittatections, accessible and
affordable procurement of safe and effective préioen commodities,
including male and female condoms, post-exposulpylaxis and, where
applicable, pre-exposure prophylaxis, to ensuréd thair supply is adequate
and secure, and to promote ongoing research, imojudhat for safe and
effective microbicides;

17. Reaffirms the commitment of Governments to optimize the use,
the full, of existing flexibilities under the Worl@rade Organization Agreement
on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Properiyh® specifically geared to
promoting access to and trade in medicines, toeiase access to treatment
where applicable, and, while recognizing the impode of the intellectual
property rights regime in contributing to a mordeefive AIDS response,
ensure that intellectual property rights provisidnstrade agreements do not
undermine these existing flexibilities, as undeetakin the 2011 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS;

18. Urges Governments to strengthen, implement and enfosxmll
policy, administrative and other measures for prewsy, eliminating and
addressing the causes and consequences of all fofm#&olence against
women and girls, including harmful practices, suels female genital
mutilation, child, early and forced marriage, domessiolence, violence at
work, verbal and physical abuse, rape, includingitahrape, and other forms
of sexual violence and coerced sexual activity,tdréig and trafficking in
women and girls, and to ensure that linkages betweéelence against women
and HIV are addressed as an integral part of thiomal HIV and AIDS
response;

19. Also urges Governments, where they have not yet done so, to
institute and ensure the transparent and effecéiméorcement of laws and
access to redress mechanisms to protect womeniasdrgm child, early and
forced marriage and marital rape;

20. Further urges Governments to prioritize and expand access to
treatment for all people, in all settings, in a gmessive and sustainable
manner, including the prevention and treatmentpgdartunistic infections and
co-infections and other HIV-related conditions atiet effective use of and
adherence to antiretroviral medication, includihgough access to clinical and
laboratory testing and post-exposure prophylaxighwhe full protection of
their human rights, including their sexual and whrctive health and
reproductive rights, in accordance with the Progremof Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepimand the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Actioh;

21. Urges Governments to promote access to affordable, kjgdlity,
safe and effective drugs and related pharmaceuticalmodities and supplies
for women and girls for HIV, sexually transmittedféctions and maternal
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health and family planning, and to collect datateatment disaggregated by
age, sex, disability, geographical location, mastatus and continuity of care;

22. Requests Governments to promote and provide equal and ahlgt
access for all persons without discrimination, tigbout their life cycle, to
social services related to health care, clean waner safe sanitation, nutrition,
food security, education programmes, including Hikévention programmes,
and social protection schemes, especially for woraed girls living with or
affected by HIV and AIDS;

23. Emphasizes the negative impact of HIV-related stigma, espkygia
for women and girls, in seeking and accessing Hid &IDS programmes,
and urges Governments to intensify efforts to efiate all forms of stigma and
discrimination against women and girls in relattonHIV and AIDS, including
through strengthening national policies and ledislaand challenging gender
stereotypes, stigmatization, discriminatory attdedand gender inequalities,
and to encourage the active involvement of men laoygs in this regard, and
emphasizes the need to develop and implement psli@ind programmes
designed to eliminate HIV-related stigma and disdniation, so as to ensure the
dignity, rights and privacy of people living witma affected by HIV and AIDS;

24. Calls upon all Governments, the international donor community
and relevant entities of the United Nations systemprioritize programmes
addressing the specific needs of women and girdatiqularly those most
vulnerable and at risk, in the HIV response antblee measures to ensure that
resources commensurate with the impact of HIV ald$\on women and girls
are made available, in particular in funding praddto national HIV and
AIDS programmes designed to promote and protect hhenan rights of
women and girls in the context of the epidemic, goomote economic
opportunities for women, including to diminish thdinancial vulnerability
and their risk of exposure to HIV, and to achietaie gender-related goals set
out, inter alia, in the Declaration of Commitment BIIV/AIDS and the 2006
and 2011 Political Declarations on HIV/AIDS;

25. Urges Governments, the donor community and relevanttiestiof
the United Nations system to support the developgmein capacities of
women’s organizations for HIV and AIDS programmevd®pment and
implementation, and to streamline funding proceduaad requirements that
will facilitate resource flows to community-levedivices;

26. Calls upon Governments to integrate HIV prevention, treatment
care and support, including confidential voluntaigunselling and testing and
elimination of mother-to-child/vertical transmisgio with other primary
health-care services, including those for tubersidoand sexual and
reproductive health-care services such as famignping, maternal health,
prevention and treatment of sexually transmitteteétions, including those
causing infertility and cervical cancer, and en@gmes Governments to strive
towards universal health coverage, meeting the sie®fdwomen and girls
living with HIV;

27. Encourages the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and
its co-sponsors, bilateral and multilateral donared intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to intensify theipgort to empower women
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and girls, and engage men and boys, and prevent idf¥ction through
measures to ensure promotion and effective impldéatem of combination
prevention and to give urgent and priority attentto the situation of women
and girls;

28. Requests the Secretariat and co-sponsors of the Joint UWdnite
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and other United Mas agencies, funds
and programmes responding to the HIV and AIDS epide as well as the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malasiad other international
organizations, to mainstream a gender and humartsigperspective
throughout their HIV- and AIDS-related operatioins;luding policy, planning,
monitoring and evaluation, that includes sex- ande-disaggregated
indicators, and to ensure that programmes and igsliare developed and
adequately resourced to address the specific neledsmen and girls;

29. Encourages the United Nations to continue to support national
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms in the contekithe “three ones”
principles, to enable the production and dissenamabf comprehensive and
timely information on the gender dimension of theidemic, including
through the collection of data disaggregated by, sege, disability, marital
status and geographical location, and to raise emess about the need to
address the critical intersection between gendequality and HIV and AIDS,
and encourages Member States to report on the apteindicators for the
global AIDS response progress reporting system;

30. Sresses the importance of Governments, the Joint Unitedidves
Programme on HIV/AIDS and other United Nations dpbred agencies,
funds and programmes developing and implementimgtesjies to improve
infant HIV diagnosis, including through access iaghostics at point of care,
significantly increasing and improving access teatment for children and
adolescents living with HIV, including access toophylaxis and treatments
for opportunistic infections, and promoting a smotrtansition from paediatric
to adult treatment and related support and seryiasle taking into account
the need to put in place programmes focused onvelgtig services to
HIV-negative children born to women living with HI\@s they are still at high
risk of morbidity and mortality;

31. Encourages Member States to work in partnership with the Gliob
Coalition on Women and AIDS, convened by the Joumited Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS and its partners, so as tobiliwe and support a
wide range of national actors, including women'ouyps and networks of
women living with HIV, in order to ensure that maial HIV and AIDS
programmes are better able to respond to the dpewkds and vulnerabilities
of women, girls and adolescents;

32. Welcomes the Global Plan towards the Elimination of New HIV
Infections among Children by 2015 and Keeping théathers Alive and takes
note of the Secretary-General’s Every Woman, Ev@myid initiative, as well
as national, regional and international initiativesntributing to reduction of
the number of maternal, newborn and under-five cchdleaths, and urges
Governments to rapidly scale up access to HIV pnd#ea and treatment
programmes integrated with family planning and maa¢ and child health
programmes designed to eliminate mother-to-childigal transmission of
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HIV and reduce HIV-related maternal mortality by p@r cent by 2015, to
encourage men to participate with women in suchgmmmes, address
barriers faced by women and girls in accessing quolgrammes and provide
sustained treatment and care for the mother aftegmancy, including care and
support for the family;

33. Expresses concern that the majority of new HIV infections in
women occur in marriage or long-term relationshapsl encourages the design
and implementation of programmes, including awassAgising programmes,
to encourage and enable men, including young neeadopt safe, non-coercive
and responsible sexual and reproductive behavindrta use effective methods
to prevent the transmission of HIV and other sekuabnsmitted infections;

34. Sressesthe importance of Governments in ensuring thatngpmen
and women have access to information and educatianluding peer
education and youth-specific HIV education, sex eadion and services
necessary for behavioural change so as to enabha th develop the life skills
required to reduce their vulnerability to HIV inteens and reproductive ill
health, in full partnership with young persons, grgs, families, educators and
health-care providers;

35. Urges Governments, employers’ and workers’ organizatiarl
other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, t@ taleasures in and through
workplaces to prevent and reduce the transmissifollly and alleviate its
impact by ensuring gender equality and the empoweatmof women,
including ensuring actions to prevent and prohihaience, discrimination and
harassment in the workplace, in line with Interoatil Labour Organization
Recommendation No. 200 concerning HIV and AIDS &nmel world of work,
and facilitate provision of current information ddlV and AIDS through
employment programmes and services and in vocdltitraining, especially
for youth;

36. Encourages Governments and all other relevant actors, in the
context of prevention programmes for HIV and otlsexually transmitted
infections, to ensure accessible and affordablecymment of safe and
effective prevention commodities and to promotedimg, both domestically
and externally, and to support and expedite actidanted research leading to
affordable, safe and effective methods controllgdwmomen to prevent HIV
and other sexually transmitted infections, incluginhe use of female
condoms, microbicides and vaccines, and researc$traegies that empower
women to protect themselves from sexually trangsditinfections, including
HIV, and methods of care, support and treatmentwomen of various ages,
and to promote their involvement in all aspectssoth research as well as to
ensure that gender-equality implications are a keynponent of research,
implementation and evaluation of new prevention hoes and that new
prevention methods are part of a comprehensive cgmpr to HIV prevention
that protects and supports the rights of womengind;

37. Urges Governments to continue to promote the particgrafind the
significant contribution of people living with HIVWoung people and civil
society actors, in particular women’s organizatioimsaddressing the problem
of HIV and AIDS in all its aspects, including protity a gender perspective,
and to promote their full involvement and partidipa and leadership in the
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design, planning, implementation and evaluation HifV and AIDS
programmes, as well as in creating an enabling renment for combating
stigmatization and discrimination;

38. Welcomes the financial contributions made to date to theolgall
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, whisha pivotal mechanism
for achieving universal access to prevention, trestt, care and support by
2015, and urges further contributions to sustaia @Global Fund, and calls
upon all countries to encourage the private sett@ontribute to the Fund;

39. Sresses the importance of building up national competerared
capacity to provide an assessment of the drivedsiarpact of the epidemic,
which should be used in planning for comprehensii®¥ and AIDS prevention,
treatment, care and support and for mitigatingithpact of HIV and AIDS;

40. Calls upon Governments, the international community, relevant
agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nati@ystem and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatido intensify their
support of national efforts against HIV/AIDS, panlarly with respect to
women and young girls, including efforts to provid#ordable antiretroviral
drugs, diagnostics and drugs to treat tubercul@sid other opportunistic
infections, strengthening of health systems anthiimg of medical personnel,
including reliable distribution and delivery systegmimplementation of a
strong generic drug policy, bulk purchasing, negtiig with pharmaceutical
companies to reduce prices, appropriate financiygtesns, and encouraging
local manufacturing and import practices consistesth national laws and
international agreements, particularly in the wehgtregions in Africa and
where the epidemic is severely setting back natideaelopment gains;

41. Urges the international community to complement and depnt,
through increased international development assigta efforts of the
developing countries that commit increased natidoals to fighting the HIV
and AIDS epidemic, and especially to address thedeeof women and girls
around the world, in particular in those countriesst affected by the HIV and
AIDS epidemic, particularly in Africa, especiallyls-Saharan Africa, and in
the Caribbean and in regions and countries whekéikdidence is increasing;

42. Recommends that a bold vision for addressing the HIV epidemic
including the situation of women and girls livindgttvand affected by HIV and
AIDS, be given due consideration in the elaboratioh the post-2015
development agenda;

43. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its sixtietassion on the
implementation of the present resolution, with anpdasis on accelerated
actions taken in regard to women, the girl childdaHIV and AIDS, in
accordance with the Beijing Declaration and Platfofor Action and the
Programme of Action of the International Conference Population and
Development, and the Political Declarations on HBRhAd AIDS, using
information provided by Member States, the orgatimes and bodies of the
United Nations system and non-governmental orgditma, with a view to
assessing the impact of the present resolutiorhenatell-being of women and
the girl child.
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85. At the 17th meeting, on 21 March, the Commigsiad before it a revised
draft resolution entitled “Women, the girl childdilV and AIDS”, contained in an
informal paper, in English only, submitted by Maiawon behalf of the States
Members of the United Nations that are members loé Southern African
Development Community, which read:

The Commission on the Satus of Women,

Reaffirming the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Actionhet
outcome documents of the twenty-third special sessof the General
Assembly, the Programme of Action of the Internatib Conference on
Population and Development and key actions forfitsher implementation,
the 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, tH006 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS, the 2011 Political Decléien on HIV and AIDS:
Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AIDShe HIV and AIDS-
related goals contained in the United Nations Miflaim Declaration and the
Millennium Development Goals, in particular the ab® of Member States to
have halted, by 2015, and begun to reverse, theaspof HIV, as well as the
commitments on HIV and AIDS made at the 2005 Wdmmit, the High-
level Plenary Meeting of the sixty-fifth sessiontbeé General Assembly on the
Millennium Development Goals, the 2013 special a@vienfollow up efforts
made towards achieving the Millennium Developmemals and the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,

Welcoming the leadership and commitment shown in every dspethe
HIV and AIDS response by Governments, people livvith HIV, political and
community leaders, parliaments, regional and subred organizations,
communities, families, faith-based organizatiortsestists, health professionals,
donors, the philanthropic community, workforcese thusiness sector, civil
society and the media, including the African Uni&toadmap on Shared
Responsibility and Global Solidarity for AIDS, Tutsellosis and Malaria
Response in Africa,

Reaffirming that prevention, treatment, care and support &ppe living
with and affected by HIV and AIDS are mutually rircing elements of an
effective response that must be integrated intmmprehensive approach to
end the epidemic, and recognizing the need to enthe respect, promotion,
protection and fulfilment of human rights in thentcext of HIV and AIDS,

Reaffirming also the need to eradicate poverty, which can contebtat
the vulnerability of women and girls to HIV infeoti and aggravate the impact
of the epidemic by depleting resources and inconiesteby contributing to
inadequate food and nutrition, which leads to pweatment outcomes, and to
impoverishment owing to loss of income and increlabealth expenditures,
and endangers the survival of present and futureiggions,

Noting with concern that violence against women and girls, including
harmful practices, is among the contributory fastts the spread of HIV, and
noting with appreciation the efforts of the Unitédations system to end
violence against women and girls, including the pamgn “UNITE to End
Violence against Women”,

Recognizing that populations destabilized by armed conflict,
humanitarian emergencies and natural disasterfudimg refugees, internally
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displaced persons and, in particular, women antticdn, are at increased risk
of HIV infection,

Concerned that women and girls with disabilities face incsed
vulnerability to HIV as a result of, inter alia, dgal, social and economic
inequalities, sexual and gender-based violencegrigdignation and violations
of their rights,

Concerned also that the global HIV epidemic disproportionatelyeaits
women and girls and reinforces gender inequalitibat the majority of new
HIV infections in young people aged 15 to 19 yeacgur among girls, and
also concerned that women and girls bear the dpptonate burden of
caring for and supporting people living with andeated by HIV, and that they
become more vulnerable to poverty as a result efejidemic,

Concerned further that women and girls are physiologically more
vulnerable to HIV, especially at an earlier agearthmen and boys, and that
this is increased by violence against women, gaisl adolescents, sexual
exploitation including commercial sexual exploitatji premature and coerced
sexual relations, harmful practices, such as chélafly and force marriage,
female genital mutilation, as well as an imbalannethe power dynamic
between women and men, and unequal legal, econ@nit social status,
including poverty,

Deeply concerned that there are women, including young women, kivin
with HIV who would like to space or limit pregnanbwyt are currently not using
an effective method of contraception owing to lietitaccess to voluntary
family planning services and a broad range of cacgptive methods,

Concerned that HIV infection rates are higher among youngme,
especially young and married women, who do notsfinprimary school as
among those who do,

Concerned also that women and adolescent girls have unequal aces
health resources, including sexual and reproductigalth-care services, for
the prevention of HIV infection and treatment ofdanare and support for
people living with and affected by HIV and AIDS,

Noting with concern that regulations, policies and practices, inclygdin
those that limit legitimate trade of generic med&s, may seriously limit
access to affordable HIV treatment and other phaeutical products in low-
and middle-income countries, and recognizing thaiprovements can be
made, inter alia through national legislation, rigory policy and supply
chain management, and noting that reductions inridxar to affordable
products could be explored in order to expand axd¢esaffordable and good
qguality HIV prevention products, diagnostics, med& and treatment
commodities for HIV, including opportunistic inféehs and co-infections,

Sressing that the HIV epidemic, with its devastating scaled impact on
women and girls, is often aggravated by povertyiclwhrequires urgent action
across all internationally agreed development goalsluding the Millennium
Development Goals and the post-2015 developmemidayén all fields and at
all levels,
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Sressing also that gender equality and the political, social &wdnomic
empowerment of women and girls are fundamental efgmin the reduction
of their vulnerability to HIV, and that increasedcccass to information,
prevention programmes and treatment and eliminatibilIV-related stigma,
discrimination and violence are all essential ttoe towards ending HIV and
AIDS,

Noting with concern that, despite the significant progress made in

addressing the HIV epidemic, many countries havenbenable to fulfil their
pledges to achieve their commitments made in th&l26nd 2006 declarations
on HIV/AIDS, including those related to women anidlgy set to be achieved
by 2010, and emphasizing in this regard the neezbtdinue efforts to achieve
these commitments and to accelerate progress tewaskting the 2015 goals
outlined in the 2011 Political Declaration on HIMIAS,

1. Reaffirms the need for Governments, supported by the relevan

actors, including civil society and the private ®ec to intensify national
efforts and international cooperation in the impé&ration of the
commitments contained in the 2001 Declaration of m@dtment on
HIV/AIDS, the 2006 Political Declaration on HIV/AI®, the 2011 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS: Intensifying Our EffortsotEliminate HIV and
AIDS, the Beijing Platform for Action and the Pr@gnme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepimtowards achieving
the vision of an AIDS-free world;

2. Also reaffirms the commitment to achieve universal access to

comprehensive HIV prevention programmes, treatmeate and support, and
the resolve to have halted, by 2015, and beguretense, the spread of HIV,
and stresses the urgency of significantly scalipgefforts towards meeting
these goals, and in this regard looks forward te thview of the progress
towards attaining the Millennium Development Goaixl to the elaboration of
the post-2015 development framework;

3. Further reaffirms the commitment, as set out in the Programme of

Action of the International Conference on Populatand Development and in
Millennium Development Goal 5, to achieve univeraatess to reproductive
health by 2015, which encompasses integrating ffual into strategies to
attain internationally agreed development goalsgjuding those contained in
the United Nations Millennium Declaration aimed e¢ducing maternal
mortality, improving maternal health, reducing chimortality, promoting

gender equality and empowering women, combating HIMl AIDS and

eradicating extreme poverty and hunger;

4. Sresses the need to significantly increase and coordinadétical
and financial commitment to address gender equalitgd equity in national
HIV and AIDS responses and to address HIV in thBomal gender response
by responding to the specific needs of women ami$,gincluding those living
with and affected by HIV, and urges Governmentgffectively reflect in their
national policies, strategies and budgets the gedieension of the epidemic,
in line with the time-bound goals of the 2011 PFohlt Declaration on
HIV/AIDS, as well as the goals of the Beijing Platin for Action and the
Programme of Action of the International Conferenae Population and
Development and key actions for their further impéntation;
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5. Urges Governments to take all necessary measures totecraa
enabling environment for the empowerment of womed girls and to protect
and promote the full enjoyment of all human righted fundamental freedoms
in order to enable them to protect themselves fridtv infection, and to
mitigate the impact of the epidemic, including thghh access to education,
health, including sexual and reproductive healthocigl protection
programmes, civil registration and other nationaldtocumentation and the
right to property and inheritance, as well as toemsgthen the economic
independence of women, including through employmertd income-
generation policies and strategies, decent workijtipal participation and
decision-making at all levels;

6. Emphasizes the need for Governments and other relevant
stakeholders to ensure that national HIV strategesd programmes
comprehensively target women and girls in vulnegaldroups and in
populations that epidemiological evidence shows atrehigher risk of HIV
infection, and to take measures to ensure that Béwices are accessible,
non-discriminatory and affordable to them,;

7. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
challenges faced by older women in accessing Hi&ention, treatment, care
and support, as well as in caring for people livimigh or affected by HIV and
AIDS, including orphaned children in vulnerableusitions;

8. Encourages Governments and other relevant stakeholders ttesca
up efforts to address the vulnerability of womenrd ayirls to HIV in situations
of armed conflict and post-conflict, humanitariamergencies and natural
disasters, including prevention of sexual and geidsed violence and
continuous provision of antiretroviral treatment;

9. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
increased vulnerability to HIV faced by women anilggwith disabilities,
ensuring their equal access to prevention, treatmeare and support, as an
integral part of their HIV and AIDS response;

10. Emphasizes the need to strengthen policy and programme liekag
and coordination between HIV and AIDS and sexua eeproductive health,
and their inclusion in national development plaasd the need to design
gender-based policies aimed at social and econoegoality, including
poverty reduction strategies and sector-wide apghes, where they exist, as a
necessary strategy for fighting the HIV epidemid anitigating its impact on
the population, which could result in more relevaand cost-effective
interventions with greater impact;

11. Urges Governments to strengthen initiatives that wouldrease the
capacities of women and adolescent girls to protéetmselves from HIV
infection, principally through the provision of Hdwacare services, including
for sexual and reproductive health, and that irdégrHIV prevention,
treatment, care and support and include voluntasyneselling and testing,
including through effective HIV prevention educatithat takes into account
the epidemiological and national context, while calsecognizing the
importance of reducing risk-taking behaviour, amtc@uraging responsible
sexual behaviour, including abstinence and fideldglay of sexual debut,
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correct and consistent use of condoms and equbityween men and women
within a culturally and gender-sensitive framework;

12. Also urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesdd
the situation faced by women and girls who provichre and/or economic
support for people living with or affected by HIhé AIDS, who are often
forced to drop out of school or employment, by B&sing the provision of
resources, support and facilities to the survivansl caregivers, in particular
children, especially in women- and child-headed dedolds, and older
persons, as well as to facilitate the balancedisbasf the provision of care by
both men and women;

13. Further urges Governments to ensure that the rights of childiren
child-headed households, many of whom have beehawrpd as a result of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic, are respected and that the heafdsuch households have
full enjoyment of all the rights of the child, anal further ensure that children
in child-headed households, particularly girls,a®e the support they need to
ensure their continued attendance in school;

14. Urges Governments and other relevant stakeholders toesddthe
situation faced by children and young persons, eigilg girls, who may be
forced into child labour, including the worst forro$ child labour, as a result
of death or illness of family members or caregiveand to protect these
children and young persons from violence, includgender-based violence,
sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, including conuigrsexual exploitation,
trafficking and labour exploitation;

15. Also urges Governments to take measures to integrate, infiar a
family and community-based approaches in policied programmes aimed at
providing prevention, treatment, care and supporwwvomen and girls living
with or affected by HIV and AIDS;

16. Further urges Governments to ensure, in the context of preventio
programmes for HIV and other sexually transmittatections, accessible and
affordable procurement of safe and effective préioen commodities,
including male and female condoms, post-exposulpylaxis and, where
applicable, pre-exposure prophylaxis, to ensuréd thair supply is adequate
and secure, and to promote ongoing research, inojudhat for safe and
effective microbicides;

17. Urges Governments:

(a) To commit to remove before 2015, where felasiobstacles that
limit the capacity of low- and middle-income couef to provide affordable
and effective HIV prevention and treatment produaimgnostics, medicines
and commodities and other pharmaceutical produedswell as treatment for
opportunistic infections and co-infections, andréaluce costs associated with
lifelong chronic care, including by amending na@btaws and regulations, as
deemed appropriate by respective Governments, g0 aptimize: the use, to
the full, of existing flexibilities under the WorldTrade Organization
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellecteedperty Rights (TRIPS
Agreement) specifically geared to promoting acdesand trade in medicines,
and, while recognizing the importance of the irgetbal property rights
regime in contributing to a more effective AIDS pesse, ensure that
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intellectual property rights provisions in traderagments do not undermine
these existing flexibilities, as confirmed in thela Declaration on the TRIPS
Agreement and Public Health, and call for earlyeptance of the amendment
to article 31 of the TRIPS Agreement adopted by @eneral Council of the

World Trade Organization in its decision of 6 Ded®Emn2005;

(b) To address barriers, regulations, policied aractices that prevent
access to affordable HIV treatment by promoting eyén competition in order
to help reduce costs associated with lifelong cloraare and by encouraging
all States to apply measures and procedures fareinfy intellectual property
rights in such a manner as to avoid creating besrie the legitimate trade in
medicines, and to provide for safeguards againstabuse of such measures
and procedures;

(c) To encourage the voluntary use, where appatg of new
mechanisms such as partnerships, tiered pricinggnegpurce sharing of
patents and patent pools benefiting all develogiagntries, including through
entities such as the Medicines Patent Pool, to helpeduce treatment costs
and encourage development of new HIV treatment fdations, including
HIV medicines and point-of-care diagnostics, intpadar for children;

18. Also urges Governments to strengthen, implement and enforce
legal, policy, administrative and other measures fioeventing, eliminating
and addressing the causes and consequences afral$ fof violence against
women and girls, including harmful practices, suels female genital
mutilation, child, early and forced marriage, domessiolence, violence at
work, verbal and physical abuse, rape, includingitahrape, and other forms
of sexual violence and coerced sexual activity,tdréig and trafficking in
women and girls, and to ensure that linkages betweéelence against women
and HIV are addressed as an integral part of thiomal HIV and AIDS
response;

19. Further urges Governments, where they have not yet done so, to
institute and ensure the transparent and effecéiméorcement of laws and
access to redress mechanisms to protect womeniasdrgm child, early and
forced marriage and marital rape;

20. Urges Governments to prioritize and expand access tatment for
all people, in all settings, in a progressive amdtainable manner, including
the prevention and treatment of opportunistic itifees and co-infections and
other HIV-related conditions and the effective ueé and adherence to
antiretroviral medication, including through accdsesclinical and laboratory
testing and post-exposure prophylaxis, with the fubtection of their human
rights, including their sexual and reproductive lleand reproductive rights,
in accordance with the Programme of Action of théefnational Conference
on Population and Development and the key actions its further
implementation, and the Beijing Declaration andtfellan for Action;

21. Also urges Governments to promote access to affordable, high-
quality, safe and effective drugs and related plaewtical commodities and
supplies for women and girls for HIV, sexually temmitted infections and
maternal health and family planning, and to colletata on treatment
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disaggregated by age, sex, disability, geograpHmedtion, marital status and
continuity of care;

22. Requests Governments to promote and provide equal and ahlgt
access for all persons without discrimination, tigbout their life cycle, to
social services related to health care, safe dnigpkivater and safe sanitation,
nutrition, food security, education programmes, liing HIV prevention
programmes, and social protection schemes, espedm women and girls
living with or affected by HIV and AIDS;

23. Emphasizes the negative impact of HIV-related stigma, espkygia
for women and girls, in seeking and accessing Hid &IDS programmes,
and urges Governments to intensify efforts to efiate all forms of stigma and
discrimination against women and girls in relattonHIV and AIDS, including
through strengthening national policies and ledislaand challenging gender
stereotypes, stigmatization, discriminatory attdedand gender inequalities,
and to encourage the active involvement of men laoygs in this regard, and
emphasizes the need to develop and implement psli@gind programmes
designed to eliminate HIV-related stigma and disdniation, so as to ensure the
dignity, rights and privacy of people living witma affected by HIV and AIDS;

24. Sresses that women and girls should be empowered to ptotec
themselves against violence and that, in this rgamomen have the right to
exercise control over and decide freely and resipbp®on matters related to
their sexuality, including their sexual and reprotive health, free of coercion,
discrimination and violence;

25. Calls upon all Governments, the international donor community
and relevant entities of the United Nations systemprioritize programmes
addressing the specific needs of women and girdatiqularly those most
vulnerable and at risk, in the HIV response antdblee measures to ensure that
resources commensurate with the impact of HIV ald$\on women and girls
are made available, in particular in funding praddto national HIV and
AIDS programmes designed to promote and protect hhenan rights of
women and girls in the context of the epidemic, goomote economic
opportunities for women, including to diminish thdinancial vulnerability
and their risk of exposure to HIV, and to achietaie gender-related goals set
out, inter alia, in the Declaration of Commitment BIV/AIDS and the 2006
and 2011 Political Declarations on HIV/AIDS;

26. Urges Governments, the donor community and relevanttiestiof
the United Nations system to support the developgmein capacities of
women’s organizations for HIV and AIDS programmevd®pment and
implementation and to streamline funding proceduaesl requirements that
will facilitate resource flows to community-levediwices;

27. Calls upon Governments to integrate HIV prevention, treatment
care and support, including confidential voluntaigunselling and testing and
elimination of mother-to-child/vertical transmisgio with other primary
health-care services, including those for tubersidoand sexual and
reproductive health-care services such as famigynping, maternal health, and
prevention and treatment of sexually transmitteteétions, including those
causing infertility and cervical cancer, and en@mes Governments to strive
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towards universal health coverage, meeting the sie®fdwomen and girls
living with HIV;

28. Encourages the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and
its co-sponsors, bilateral and multilateral donared intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to intensify theipgort to empower women
and girls, and engage men and boys, and prevent idf¥ction through
measures to ensure promotion and effective impleéatem of combination
prevention and to give urgent and priority attentto the situation of women
and girls;

29. Requests the Secretariat and co-sponsors of the Joint Wnite
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and other United Mas agencies, funds
and programmes responding to the HIV and AIDS epide as well as the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malasiad other international
organizations, to mainstream a gender and humartsigperspective
throughout their HIV- and AIDS-related operatioins;luding policy, planning,
monitoring and evaluation, that includes sex- ande-disaggregated
indicators, and to ensure that programmes and igsliare developed and
adequately resourced to address the specific neledsmen and girls;

30. Encourages the United Nations to continue to support national
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms in the contekithe “three ones”
principles, to enable the production and dissendmabf comprehensive and
timely information on the gender dimension of theidemic, including
through the collection of data disaggregated by, sege, disability, marital
status and geographical location, and to raise emess about the need to
address the critical intersection between gendequality and HIV and AIDS,
and encourages Member States to report on the apteindicators for the
global AIDS response progress reporting system;

31. Sresses the importance of Governments, the Joint Uniteditves
Programme on HIV/AIDS and other United Nations dpkred agencies,
funds and programmes developing and implementimgtesjies to improve
infant HIV diagnosis, including through access iaghostics at point of care,
significantly increasing and improving access teatment for children and
adolescents living with HIV, including access toophylaxis and treatments
for opportunistic infections, and promoting a smottansition from paediatric
to adult treatment and related support and seryiasle taking into account
the need to put in place programmes focused orveldétig services to HIV-
negative children born to women living with HIV, #sey are still at high risk
of morbidity and mortality;

32. Encourages Member States to work in partnership with the Gliob
Coalition on Women and AIDS, convened by the Joumited Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS and its partners, so as tobiliwe and support a
wide range of national actors, including women'ouypws and networks of
women living with HIV, in order to ensure that maial HIV and AIDS
programmes are better able to respond to the dpewkds and vulnerabilities
of women, girls and adolescents;

33. Welcomes the Global Plan towards the Elimination of New HIV
Infections among Children by 2015 and Keeping théathers Alive and takes
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note of the Secretary-General’s Every Woman, Ev@myid initiative, as well

as national, regional and international initiativesntributing to reduction of
the number of maternal, newborn and under-five cchdleaths, and urges
Governments to rapidly scale up access to HIV pnd#ea and treatment
programmes integrated with family planning and maa¢ and child health
programmes designed to eliminate mother-to-childigal transmission of
HIV and reduce HIV-related maternal mortality by p@r cent by 2015, to
encourage men to participate with women in suchgmmmes, address
barriers faced by women and girls in accessing quolgrammes and provide
sustained treatment and care for the mother aftegmancy, including care and
support for the family;

34. Expresses concern that the majority of new HIV infections in
women occur in marriage or long-term relationshipsid encourages the
design and implementation of programmes, includiagareness-raising
programmes, to encourage and enable men, inclugiung men, to adopt
safe, non-coercive and responsible sexual and deptosze behaviour and to
use effective methods to prevent the transmissibr &y and other sexually
transmitted infections;

35. Sressesthe importance of Governments in ensuring thatngpmen
and women have access to information and educationluding peer
education and youth-specific HIV prevention edueati including
comprehensive sex education, based on full andrateunformation, for all
adolescents and youth, in a manner consistent thi¢fir evolving capacities,
with the appropriate direction and guidance fromemas and legal guardians,
with the involvement of children, adolescents, ygutommunities, educators
and health-care providers, that builds informed isiea-making,
communication and risk reduction skills, develogdf-®steem and promotes
respectful relationships, as well as services n&argsfor behaviour change so
as to enable them to develop the life skills regdirto reduce their
vulnerability to HIV infections and reproductive Health;

36. Urges Governments, employers’ and workers’ organizatiarl
other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, t@ taleasures in and through
workplaces to prevent and reduce the transmissifollly and alleviate its
impact by ensuring gender equality and the empowatmof women,
including ensuring actions to prevent and prohihaience, discrimination and
harassment in the workplace, in line with Interoatil Labour Organization
Recommendation No. 200 concerning HIV and AIDS #&mel World of Work,
and facilitate provision of current information ddlV and AIDS through
employment programmes and services and in vocdltitraining, especially
for youth;

37. Encourages Governments and all other relevant actors, in the
context of prevention programmes for HIV and otlsexually transmitted
infections, to ensure accessible and affordablecymoment of safe and
effective prevention commodities and to promotedimg, both domestically
and externally, and to support and expedite actidanted research leading to
affordable, safe and effective methods controllgdwmomen to prevent HIV
and other sexually transmitted infections, incluginhe use of female
condoms, microbicides and vaccines, and researc$traegies that empower
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women to protect themselves from sexually trangditinfections, including
HIV, and methods of care, support and treatmentwomen of various ages,
and to promote their involvement in all aspectsoth research, as well as to
ensure that gender-equality implications are a keynponent of research,
implementation and evaluation of new prevention hoes and that new
prevention methods are part of a comprehensive cgmpr to HIV prevention
that protects and supports the rights of womengind;

38. Urges Governments to continue to promote the particgrafind the
significant contribution of people living with HIVWoung people and civil
society actors, in particular women'’s organizatioimsaddressing the problem
of HIV and AIDS in all its aspects, including protity a gender perspective,
and to promote their full involvement and partidipa and leadership in the
design, planning, implementation and evaluation HifV and AIDS
programmes, as well as in creating an enabling renment for combating
stigmatization and discrimination;

39. Welcomes the financial contributions made to date to theolgall
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, whisha pivotal mechanism
for achieving universal access to prevention, trestt, care and support by
2015, and urges further contributions to sustaie@a @lobal Fund, and calls
upon all countries to encourage the private sett@ontribute to the Fund;

40. Sresses the importance of building up national competerared
capacity to provide an assessment of the drivedsiarpact of the epidemic,
which should be used in planning for comprehensi®&/ and AIDS
prevention, treatment, care and support and foigatiing the impact of HIV
and AIDS;

41. Calls upon Governments, the international community, relevant
agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nati@ystem and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatido intensify their
support of national efforts against HIV/AIDS, panlarly with respect to
women and young girls, including efforts to provid#ordable antiretroviral
drugs, diagnostics and drugs to treat tubercul@sid other opportunistic
infections, strengthening of health systems anthiimg of medical personnel,
including reliable distribution and delivery systgmimplementation of a
strong generic drug policy, bulk purchasing, negtiig with pharmaceutical
companies to reduce prices, appropriate financiygtesns, and encouraging
local manufacturing and import practices consistesth national laws and
international agreements, particularly in the wehitregions in Africa and
where the epidemic is severely setting back natideaelopment gains;

42. Urges the international community to complement and depnt,
through increased international development assigta efforts of the
developing countries that commit increased natidoals to fighting the HIV
and AIDS epidemic, and especially to address thedeeof women and girls
around the world, in particular in those countriesst affected by the HIV and
AIDS epidemic, particularly in Africa, especiallyls-Saharan Africa, and in
the Caribbean and in regions and countries whekéikdidence is increasing;

43. Recommends that a bold vision for addressing the HIV epidemic
including the situation of women and girls livindgttvand affected by HIV and
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AIDS, be given due consideration in the elaboratioh the post-2015
development agenda;

44. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its sixtietassion on the
implementation of the present resolution, with anpdasis on accelerated
actions taken in regard to women, the girl childdaHIV and AIDS, in
accordance with the Beijing Declaration and Platfofor Action and the
Programme of Action of the International Conferenae Population and
Development, and the Political Declarations on HBRhAd AIDS, using
information provided by Member States, the orgatimes and bodies of the
United Nations system and non-governmental orgdiuma, with a view to
assessing the impact of the present resolutiorhenatell-being of women and
the girl child.

86. At the same meeting, the Commission was infarrtieat the revised draft
resolution contained no programme budget impliaagio

87. Also at the same meeting, the representativethef Netherlands made a
statement, on behalf of Argentina, Australia, BkazColombia, Costa Rica,

El Salvador, the European Union, the Dominican Rxyijgu Iceland, Japan, Mexico,

Norway, Paraguay, Peru, the United States of Anaeeind Uruguay, and proposed
three amendments to the revised draft resolutierfpBows:

(a) In operative paragraph 11, delete the wordddy of sexual debut”, after
the words “including abstinence and fidelity”;

(b) Replace the text of operative paragraph 20ckhead:

“Urges Governments to prioritize and expand asdestreatment for all
people, in all settings, in a progressive and snatde manner, including the
prevention and treatment of opportunistic infecioand co-infections and
other HIV-related conditions and the effective ueé and adherence to
antiretroviral medication, including through accdesclinical and laboratory
testing and post-exposure prophylaxis, with the pubtection of their human
rights, including their sexual and reproductive lkeand reproductive rights,
in accordance with the Programme of Action of théefnational Conference
on Population and Development and the key actions its further
implementation, and the Beijing Declaration andtfélan for Action;”

With the following text:

“Urges Governments to prioritize and expand asdestreatment for all
people, in all settings, in a progressive and snatde manner, including the
prevention and treatment of opportunistic infecioand co-infections and
other HIV-related conditions and the effective ueé and adherence to
antiretroviral medication, including through accdesclinical and laboratory
testing and post-exposure prophylaxis, with the fubtection of their human
rights, including their sexual and reproductive ltkeand reproductive rights,
in accordance with the Programme of Action of théefnational Conference
on Population and Development and the Beijing Dextlan and Platform for
Action and the outcome documents of their reviewfeoences;”
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(c) In operative paragraph 35, replace the woridsltiding comprehensive
sex education” with “including evidence-based ediga for human sexuality”,
after the words “youth-specific HIV prevention edtion”.

88. At the 17th meeting, following the statemenystbe Chair (Philippines), the
representative of Pakistan and by the observeM@lawi (on behalf of the Southern
African Development Community), the Commission atapthe amendment to
operative paragraph 11 by a recorded vote of 1835p with 3 abstentions (see
chap. I, sect. D, resolutios8/3). The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Eaor, El Salvador,
Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Japan, Mongdiatherlands, Paraguay,
Republic of Korea, Spain, United States of Ameridayguay.

Against:
Bangladesh, Belarus, Burkina Faso, China, Comab@snocratic Republic of
the Congo, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic ofjhdria, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Russian Federation, Sudan, Uganda, Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Philippines, Switzerland, Thailand.

89. At the same meeting, following the statemenystie representative of the
Netherlands and by the observer for Malawi (on Wiebé the Southern African
Development Community), the Commission adopted aheendment to operative
paragraph 20 by a recorded vote of 20 to 9, witib8tentions (see chap. I, sect. D,
resolution58/3). The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Eaor, El Salvador,
Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Japan, Mongdiatherlands, Paraguay,
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Spain, Thailand,itdd States of America,
Uruguay.

Against:
Bangladesh, China, Democratic Republic of the Congan (Islamic Republic
of), Liberia, Pakistan, Sudan, Uganda, Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Belarus, Indonesia, Switzerland.

90. Also at the same meeting, following the statetady the representative of the
Netherlands and by the observer for Malawi (on Wiebé the Southern African
Development Community), the Commission adopted aheendment to operative
paragraph 35 by a recorded vote of 20 to 13, widb8tentions (see chap. I, sect. D,
resolution58/3). The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Eaor, El Salvador,
Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Japan, Mongdiatherlands, Paraguay,
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Spain, Thailand,itdd States of America,
Uruguay.
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Against:
Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, China, Comoros, Demacr&epublic of the
Congo, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ma&y Pakistan, Russian
Federation, Sudan, Uganda, Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Belarus, Liberia, Switzerland.

91. Before the vote, the representatives of the @os, Burkina Faso, Uganda
and China, as well as the observers for Malawi,uBdi, Gabon and Kenya, made
statements and withdrew their sponsorship of relisdraft resolution
E/CN.6/2014/L.5 as amended.

92. Statements were also made by the represensatifePakistan, the Russian
Federation, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Thada

93. At the 17th meeting, the Secretary providedrifitations on procedural
matters.

94. Also at the 17th meeting, the Commission adéptevised draft resolution
E/CN.6/2014/L.5 as amended, by a recorded vote of 22 to nondy, Witabstentions
(see chap. I, sect. D, resolutiéB/3). The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Cuba, Dominican RepublEcuador, El Salvador,
Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Japan, LibeMangolia, Netherlands,
Paraguay, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Spainaildnd, United States of
America, Uruguay.

Abstaining:
Bangladesh, Belarus, Burkina Faso, China, Comab@snocratic Republic of
the Congo, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of)pya, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Russian Federation, Sudan, Switzerland, UgandabZbwe.

95. After the vote, statements were made by theesntatives of Pakistan,
Brazil, and Zimbabwe.

96. A statement was also made by the observeh®iHoly See.

Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

97. At the 15th meeting, on 20 March, the obserfeerthe Plurinational State of

Bolivia, on behalf of the States Members of the tédiNations that are members of
the Group of 77 and China, introduced a draft reSoh entitled “Situation of and

assistance to Palestinian wome&/CN.6/2014/L.§.

98. At the 16th meeting, on 21 March, the Commissi@s informed that the draft
resolution contained no programme budget impliaagio

99. Subsequently, Turkey joined in sponsoring theftdresolution.

100. At the same meeting, following statements bg trepresentatives of the
Netherlands (on behalf of the European Union) amdtZrland, the Commission
adopted the draft resolution by a recorded vot@dto 1, with 10 abstentions, and
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recommended it to the Economic and Social Courmilifs adoption (see chap. I,
sect. B). The voting was as follos:

In favour:
Argentina, Bangladesh, Belarus, Brazil, China, Gubamocratic Republic of
the Congo, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvadbrdonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Libya, Mongolia, Niger, Pakan, Philippines, Russian
Federation, Thailand, Uganda, Uruguay, Zimbabwe.

Against:
United States of America.

Abstaining:
Belgium, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Japdetherlands, Republic of
Korea, Spain, Switzerland.

101. After the vote, statements were made by tlpresentatives of the United
States of America and Japan, as well as by thergbséor the State of Palestine.

Agreed conclusions on challenges and achievemeinghe implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girls

102. At the 17th meeting, on 21 March, the Comnoigshad before it the draft
agreed conclusions entitled “Challenges and acergs in the implementation of
the Millennium Development Goals for women and giflas contained in an
informal paper and submitted by the Chair of them@ussion, Libran Cabactulan
(Philippines), on the basis of informal consultaso

103. At the same meeting, the Commission adoptedditaft agreed conclusions
and decided to transmit them to the 2014 high-lesegment of the Economic and
Social Council, in accordance with General Assemblysolution 68/1 of
20 September 2013 (see chap. I, sect. A).

104. After the adoption of the draft agreed conidos, statements were made by
the representatives of Libya, El Salvador, the nstaRepublic of Iran, Argentina,
the United States of America, Liberia, the Rusdraueration, the Sudan, Pakistan,
Brazil, China, Finland and Belarus, as well as hg bbservers for Djibouti (on
behalf of the African Group), Mexico, Egypt, Qatdtalta, Suriname (on behalf of
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)), Costa Rica ¢alsn behalf of Chile,
Colombia, the Dominican Republic and Peru), Southca, Australia, Norway and
Colombia.

105. A statement was made by the observer for thly See.

106. A statement was made by the observer for tm@fean Union.

Documents considered by the Commission on the &tia of Women

107. At its 17th meeting, on 21 March, the Comnusasidecided to take note of a
number of documents before it under the agenda i{eee chap. |, sect. D,
decision58/101).

52 The delegations of the Gambia, Malaysia and th@a® indicated that, had they been present,

they would have voted in favour of the draft resmn.
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Communications concerning the status of women

108. The Commission considered item 4 of its ageatdias 14th (closed) meeting,
on 19 March. It had before it the following docunten

(a) Report of the Working Group on Communicatioos the Status of
Women (see para. 110 belo®3;

(b) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting tiet of confidential
communications and replies by Governments concgrrtime status of women
(E/CN.6/2014/SW/COMM.LIST/48/Rand Add.1).

Action taken by the Commission
Report of the Working Group on Communications on tre Status of Women

109. At its 14th meeting (closed), on 19 March, themmission considered the
report of the Working Group on Communications oa 8tatus of Women.

110. At the same meeting (closed), the Commissienidkd to take note of the
report of the Working Group and to incorporateritthe report of the Commission
on its fifty-eighth session. The report of the Wik Group read as follows:

1. The Working Group on Communications on the &aif Women met in

closed meetings before the fifty-eighth sessiontlvdé Commission on the
Status of Women in accordance with Economic andigddCouncil decision

2002/235 and was guided in its deliberations byrntendate given to it by the
Council in its resolution 76 (V), as amended by @euncil in its resolutions
304 1 (XI), 1983/27, 1992/19, 1993/11 and 2009/16.

2. The Working Group considered the list of coefitial communications
and replies by Governmentg&/CN.6/2014/SW/COMM.LIST/48/Rand Add.1).
There was no list of non-confidential communicaiaoncerning the status of
women, since no such communications had been redely the Secretary-
General.

3.  The Working Group considered the 67 confiddniammunications,
comprising 73 cases addressed to 49 States, reteivectly by the United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowent of Women
(UN-Women). The Working Group noted that no confidal communications
concerning the status of women had been received wther United Nations
bodies or the specialized agencies.

4. The Working Group noted that there were 33 iexpl from
18 Governments.

5.  The Working Group recalled its mandate as d=fin paragraph 4 of
Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/27, athistated that the
Working Group should perform the following functigin

(a) Consideration of all communications, incluglithe replies of
Governments thereon, if any, with a view to bringito the attention of the
Commission those communications, including the iesplof Governments,

53
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which appeared to reveal a consistent pattern lidbry attested injustice and
discriminatory practices against women;

(b) Preparation of a report, based on its analg$ithe confidential and
non-confidential communications, which would indieathe categories in
which communications were most frequently submitiedhe Commission.

6. The Working Group noted that a number of comivations of a general
nature had been submitted, as well as communicatidieging specific cases
of discrimination against individual women and girl

7. The Working Group discerned the following catdgs in which
communications had most frequently been submittethé Commission:

(a) Sexual violence against women and girls, udolg rape, marital
rape and rape within the family, forced prostitaticsexual exploitation and
sexual harassment, including in the workplace, cdmemh by private
individuals, military and law enforcement personnel

(b) Other forms of violence against women andsgiincluding murder,
domestic violence, child, early and forced marriagiemale genital
mutilation/cutting, coerced abortion, forced stedtion, and trafficking in
women and girls for the purpose of commercial séxexaloitation;

(c) Abuse of power by law enforcement officialsdamilitary forces,
lack of due process and delays in proceedingstrarlyiarrest and detention,
and failure to grant a fair trial and prevent impyn

(d) Pressure exerted on victims of violence bivate individuals and
law enforcement officials, often preventing thenorfr filing complaints or
leading them to withdraw their complaints;

(e) Inhuman and degrading treatment, torture,uakxviolence and
inadequate conditions for women in detention anditeatiary systems;

(f) Serious and systematic violations of the hamrgghts of women
and girls, some of which target vulnerable grougpssh as indigenous women,
women and girls with disabilities, migrant womendawomen belonging to
minorities, including ethnic and religious minoes, including harassment,
detention, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatmenrape, torture and
abduction;

(9) Intimidation, violence, harassment, includisgxual harassment,
torture, rape and detention of women human riglgfedders, and restrictions
on the right to freedom of expression of women homights defenders, as a
means of exerting pressure on them to stop theivities;

(h) Violations of the right to health, includiregxual and reproductive
health, and reproductive rights as stipulated m Pnogramme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Develepimof women and girls,
including in medical facilities, and restricted ass to services, including
gynaecological and obstetric services, discrimimation the basis of HIV-
positive status and discrimination against womeungdusers;
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(i) Discrimination resulting from stereotypicatgetices and attitudes
towards women, including through and in the mediathe areas of education
and employment and during legal proceedings inctherts;

(i) Absence of adequate legislation to addres$ eliminate all forms
of discrimination and violence against women,;

(k) Ineffective implementation and/or enforcemenft laws aimed at
promoting and protecting women’s human rights;

() Legislation and/or stereotypical practicegttidiscriminate against
women in the areas of:

(i) Civil and political rights, including freedormof opinion and
expression and freedom of movement;

(i) Personal status, nationality and marriage;
(iii) The right to property and inheritance;

(iv) Employment;

(v) Education, including access to education;
(vi) Access to justice;

(m) Failure by States, resulting in a climateimpunity, to exercise due
diligence to prevent violence and discriminatioragngt women and girls, and
to adequately and in a timely manner investigat®secute and punish the
perpetrators, failure by States to provide adequai@tection and support,
including medical and psychological treatment, factims, failure to enact
adequate legislation to prevent violence, includiegxual violence, and
discrimination, and failure by States to ensureeascto justice, some of which
may lead to stigmatization and revictimization.

8. During its consideration of all communicatioms¢luding the replies of
Governments thereon, and consideration of the duesif whether any of
these appeared to reveal a consistent patternliabhg attested injustice and
discriminatory practices against women, the WorkiBgoup expressed its
concern about:

(a) Violence against women and girls, includirape and other forms
of sexual violence and domestic violence, as welharassment and detention
of women human rights defenders;

(b) Child, early and forced marriage, and its exbe effects on the full
enjoyment by women and girls of their fundamenights;

(c) Violations of the right of women to healtmcluding sexual and
reproductive health, and discrimination againstnemlible groups of women in
access to health care;

(d) The persistence of gender stereotypes;

(e) The continued existence of legislation orgpices in many areas
that discriminate against women or have the effgfctiscriminating against
women, despite States’ international obligationd aammitments;
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(f) Discrimination and violence against vulnembjroups of women
and girls;

(g) The persisting climate of impunity and abudepower, including
where discrimination and violence against womerjuding sexual violence,
is perpetrated or condoned by law enforcement persh

(h) The failure by States, in contravention ofeith human rights
obligations, to exercise due diligence to preveltfarms of discrimination
and violence against women and girls and adequangbstigate and prosecute
such crimes, punish perpetrators and provide ptmtecand assistance to
victims.

9. The Working Group expressed appreciation fer tboperation extended
by the Governments that had submitted replies arifging observations with

respect to the communications received, recognitiggr importance. Noting

the gap between the number of communications aednthmber of replies

received, the Working Group called upon all Goveemts that had not done so
to make such submissions in the future. The WorkBrgup considered such
cooperation essential for it to discharge its dudfectively. From the replies
received, the Working Group was encouraged to mlodé some Governments
had carried out investigations into the allegatiomsade, explained their
positions or taken measures, including improving #&nforcement of existing
legislation; introducing programmes and serviceachs as health-related
services, to better protect and assist women, dinp women victims of

violence; prosecuting and punishing perpetratorsiofience; making efforts to

guarantee the full enjoyment of human rights by wearmand improving public

awareness-raising activities and training to proangender equality and the
advancement of women in accordance with relevatetrivational standards.
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Follow-up to Economic and Social Council resolutins
and decisions

111. The Commission considered item 5 of its ageatlats 15th meeting, on
20 March.

112. At the 15th meeting, the Chair of the Comnuasi Libran Cabactulan
(Philippines), drew the attention of the Commissimnthe following documents
issued under the item:

(a) Letter dated 20 December 2013 from the Presidé the Economic and
Social Council to the Chair of the Commission one ti8tatus of Women
(E/CN.6/2014/9;

(b) Note by the Secretariat on the implementatafnGeneral Assembly
resolution 68/1 on the strengthening of the Economic and Socialur@d
(E/CN.6/2014/10.

113. At the same meeting, upon the proposal of Ghair, the Commission took
note of the documents (see chap. I, sect. D).
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Provisional agenda for the fifty-ninth session of
the Commission

114. The Commission considered item 6 of its ageatldats 17th meeting, on
21 March. It had before it the draft provisionaleaga and documentation for the
fifty-ninth session of the CommissioE{CN.6/2014/L.3.

115. At the 17th meeting, the Commission approveel draft provisional agenda
and documentation for its fifty-ninth session andcaommended them to the
Economic and Social Council for adoption (see chHapect. C).
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Adoption of the report of the Commission on its
fifty-eighth session

116. At the 17th meeting, on 21 March, the Vice-Clend Rapporteur, Mohamed
Elbahi (Sudan), introduced the draft report of hemmission on its fifty-eighth
session, as contained in docum&AtN.6/2014/L.1

117. At the same meeting, the Commission adoptedditaft report on its fifty-
eighth session and entrusted the Rapporteur wsthampletion.
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Organization of the session

A. Opening and duration of the session

118. The Commission on the Status of Women heldifiigeighth session at United
Nations Headquarters on 15 March 2013 and from d®1 March 2014. The
Commission held 17 meetings (1st to 17th).

119. The session was opened on 10 March 2014 by Mtlee-Chair, Neli
Shiolashvili (Georgia). At the same meeting, then@uission elected the Chair,
Libran Cabactulan (Philippines), who made a statgme

120. Also at the same meeting, on 10 March, ther&8ary-General of the United
Nations addressed the Commission.

121. At the same meeting, introductory statementrewmade by the Under-
Secretary-General and Executive Director of thetedhiNations Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the Cbaithe Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

122. At its 5th meeting, on 11 March, statementsrewenade by the Special

Rapporteur on violence against women, its causescamsequences and the Chair

of the Non-Governmental Organization Committee lo@ $tatus of Women.

123. At its 6th meeting, on 12 March, the Presidehthe Economic and Social
Council (Austria) addressed the Commission.

B. Attendance

124. The session was attended by representative4508tates members of the

Commission. Observers for other States Membershef Wnited Nations and for
non-member States, representatives of organizatidribe United Nations system

and observers for intergovernmental, non-governalesmd other organizations also

attended. The list of participants is containediatument=E/CN.6/2014/INF/1

C. Election of officers

125. In accordance with paragraph 2 of Economic 8wodial Council resolution
1987/21, the officers are elected to the Bureauhef Commission for a term of

office of two years. The following officers wereeeted at the 1st and 2nd meetings

of the fifty-eighth session, on 15 March 2013 ar@ March 2014, to serve on the
Bureau of the Commission at its fifty-eighth anftyfininth sessions.

Chair:
Libran Cabactulan (Philippines), for the fifty-aithh session (2014) only

Vice-Chairs:
Carlos Enriquez Garcia Gonzalez (El Salvador)
Neli Shiolashvili (Georgia), for the fifty-eightbession (2014) only
Christine Léw (Switzerland)
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Vice-Chair and Rapporteur:
Mohamed Elbahi (Sudan)

D. Agenda and organization of work
126. At its 2nd meeting, on 10 March 2014, the Cassion adopted its agenda as
contained in documer#/CN.6/2014/1 The agenda read as follows:
1. Election of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizationatters.

3.  Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Womand to the twenty-
third special session of the General Assembly,tketti‘Women 2000:
gender equality, development and peace for the tyvérst century”:

(a) Implementation of strategic objectives antlactin critical areas of
concern and further actions and initiatives:

(i)  Priority theme: challenges and achievementthe
implementation of the Millennium Development Go&ds
women and girls;

(i) Review theme: access and participation ofwen and girls in
education, training, science and technology, ingigdor the
promotion of women'’s equal access to full employinemd
decent work;

(b) Emerging issues, trends and new approachesstes affecting the
situation of women or equality between women anchnmvgomen’s
access to productive resources;

(c) Gender mainstreaming, situations and progratiormatters.
4 Communications concerning the status of women.
5.  Follow-up to Economic and Social Council resmnos and decisions.
6 Provisional agenda for the fifty-ninth sessafrthe Commission.
7 Adoption of the report of the Commission onfifsy-eighth session.

127. At the same meeting, the Commission approvediganization of work, as
contained in documerd/CN.6/2014/1/Add.1
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Appointment of the members of the Working Groupon
Communications on the Status of Women

128. Pursuant to Economic and Social Council retsmhu1983/27, the Commission
established a working group to consider commundceticoncerning the status of
women. In accordance with Economic and Social Cdumesolution 2009/16, the

following five members, nominated by their regiomabups, were appointed to the
Working Group for the fifty-eighth and fifty-ninthessions:

Bernadette S. Ntaba Kadyamusuma (Zimbabwe)
Mustafizur Rahman (Bangladesh)

Galina Khvan (Russian Federation)

Bruno Santos de Oliveira (Brazil)

Noa Furman (Israel)

Documentation

129. The list of documents before the Commissiontatfifty-eighth session is
available from: www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw58-20T¢tal-documents.

95/95



